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This aerial view of the Miami Crushed Stone plant shows the complete production process, storage, and loading facilities. 
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County Activities and Personalities 


Palm Beach County Commissioner 
Paul Rardin said he and the county 
aviation division were making exten¬ 
sive plans for the fall celebration dedi¬ 
cating the new airbase which was 
completed this summer with CAA and 
county funds. The program will in¬ 
clude appearance of between 100 and 
200 airplanes. Zack Mosley has been 
invited to act as master of ceremonies. 
Civic clubs from all Glades communi¬ 
ties are helping stage the celebration, 
Rardin said. 


lar to that at Matheson Hammock, 
picnic grounds and adequate provi¬ 
sion for small boats. Construction 
will include a picnic shelter, a service 
building and garage, and a building 
on the docks to house ice and cold 
drink concessions. First on the agenda 
is the cutting through of a halfmoon 
road to skirt around the proposed 
marina to be dredged out for small 
boats. 

A Duval County beach hospital dis¬ 


trict was created Tuesday at referen¬ 
dum held at Atlantic and Neptune 
Beaches, Jacksonville Beach and May- 
port. The referendum was only for 
the purpose of creating the hospital 
district. The next step will be the 
appointment by the governor of a 
board of hospital trustees. The new 
hospital district includes the area from 
the St. Johns River at Mayport to the 
St. Johns county line, and from the 
ocean to the Inland Waterway. 


The Bay County Commission for¬ 
mally adopted its 1949-50 operating 
budget, totaling $447,344 at a special 
session recently at the courthouse. The 
figure was some $250,000 below that 
of last year’s budget because a con¬ 
struction item for almost that amount 
on the new hospital was no longer 
necessary. The building has been 
completed. 

Marion County Commissioners re¬ 
ceived notice recently that U. S. Air¬ 
lines, Inc., will commence air freight 
service into and out of Ocala about 
October 1. Taylor Field will be used 
by the airlines, which have been au¬ 
thorized by the Civil Aeronautics 
Board to establish the service. 

Dade County Commissioner Preston 
B. Bird announced recently that full- 
scale operations have begun at Home¬ 
stead Bayfront Park for a beach simi- 
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EDITORIALS 


GONE! 

Editorial in the Amencanizer, by Walter 
L. Hays, President of American Fire 
and Casualty Company, Orlando, Fla. 

Margaret Mitchell, author of “Gone 
With the Wind,” the outstanding his¬ 
torical novel of all time, is gone. She 
was struck down, not by a bullet from 
the musket of which she wrote, but 
by a modern machine which has taken 
more lives than all the wars of history. 



Walter L. Hays, President, State 
Chamber of Commerce 


During an after dinner walk recent¬ 
ly, while crossing the famous Peach¬ 
tree Street in Atlanta, Georgia (one of 
the historical points in her novel), Miss 
Mitchell was struck by a drunken, 
speeding taxi driver. She lived but a 
few days. 

Due to motor vehicle accidents, 
more than forty thousand Americans 
will join Miss Mitchell in death in 
1949, and there will be twice this 
number of deaths this year due to 
other types of accidents, most of 
which could be avoided. 

Almost all states have Financial Re¬ 
sponsibility Law. Those persons who 
are unable to qualify to drive because 
of a bad record may apply to the As¬ 
signed Risk Plan of their state. The 
applicant may be arbitrarily assigned 
to some insurance company which is 
committed to carry the risk. Even if 
this assured pays a slightly higher rate 


for insurance, it doesn’t make him a 
safe driver. There are those who 
should not drive—who are a menace 
to the public. They should be pre¬ 
cluded from securing a license or hav¬ 
ing a permit to drive a car. 

The driver of the car which struck 
Miss Mitchell is reported to have a 
record of 23 previous traffic violations. 
It is estimated that 90% of the acci¬ 
dents are caused by 15% of the 
drivers. 

We have our civic clubs, such as 
Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, Women’s 
clubs, to promote good-will and fel¬ 
lowship. Every town has a number 
of churches of many denominations, 
with a vast organization in paid and 
voluntary workers, to help people live 
a better life. In every community we 
have doctors and hospitals manned by 
experienced staffs, to help people in 
sickness. Also, there are the various 
foundations for prevention of disease 
and to care for those who are stricken. 
But, WHO, IN YOUR COMMUNITY, 
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFE¬ 
TY OF THOSE IN THE COMMUN¬ 
ITY? In most cases, no one is re¬ 
sponsible. In a few communities, an 
effort is being made along Safety 
lines. 

A Safety Plan can be had that will 
save lives, one which will prevent a 
large number of accidents. This Plan 
is available, but it appears there is 
no group willing to “carry the ball” 
to the extent that any appreciable 
results are obtained. 

Safety cannot be had through legis¬ 
lation or regulation alone. People 
must want to be safe. This is an edu¬ 
cational program; a program of civic 
pride and public opinion. 

Why not have a movement through¬ 
out the entire South in the hope that 
it will spread across the nation? A 
movement, not to raise money—but 
to SAVE LIVES. Margaret Mitchell 
made the Old South live again in the 
minds and hearts of her readers. So 
that she may not have died in vain, 
let’s have a Margaret Mitchell Me¬ 
morial that PEOPLE MAY LIVE. 


SCHOOL SAFETY LESSONS 
VALUABLE 

“Spare the gas and save the child!” 
The Florida Department of Public 
Safety opened its September drive 
against the needless traffic fatalities 
and injuries to school-age children. 

No matter how much safety educa¬ 
tion a child has had drilled into him, 
the fact remains that it’s largely up 
to the motorist whether the child 
lives or dies. 

The Florida Department of Public 
Safety pointed out that home train¬ 
ing and school safety lessons are ex¬ 
tremely valuable in impressing young¬ 
sters with the dangers of playing in 
the street and crossing between inter- 



H. N. Kirkman, Director, Depart¬ 
ment of Public Safety 


sections and that it is impossible to 
know how high our traffic death rate 
among children might be if such 
training were neglected. But, on the 
other hand, the Department warns, a 
child in the heat of play forgets quick¬ 
ly and easily the lessons that he has 
learned, so the bulk of the responsi¬ 
bility falls back on the shoulders of 
the driver. 

The Florida Department of Public 
Safety told motorists they can save 
child life by following these rules: 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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St. Lucie County Invites You... 


All that is great about Florida is found in miniature in 
Fort Pierce and St. Lucie County. The sand, sun and sea- 
citrus, cattle and winter vegetables. Agriculture, tourism 
and industry join hand in hand for lasting prosperity and 
steady progress. 

Fort Pierce is the largest city and economic capital of 
Florida’s world famous Indian River area. Through its 
packing houses stream millions of boxes of premium qual¬ 
ity citrus. From its State Farmers Market, vast quantities 
of tomatoes and winter vegetables flow northward each 
spring and fall. Fat cattle graze the ranches west of town; 
and five minutes’ drive from downtown Fort Pierce, visi¬ 
tors enjoy beautiful ocean beaches and every imaginable 
sports fishing thrill. 

The growth of Fort Pierce and St. Lucie County within 
the past decade has been phenomenal. The population, 
which in 1940 was 11,871 is today reliably estimated at 
22,000. During the same period, telephone installations 
have trebled, annual building permits more than quad¬ 
rupled, and electric and water meters more than doubled. 

Possessed of an unusually fine retail shopping section, 
Fort Pierce is consistently recognized as a quality market 
well above the average for Florida and the nation in 
surveys conducted by Sales Management Magazine. 

Fort Pierce and St. Lucie County enjoy unusual trans¬ 
portation advantages. Located on the lower east coast, 
shippers and travelers may choose “main line” transporta¬ 
tion by land, water or air. The city is served by U. S. 
Highway No. 1, State Roads Nos. 68 and 70. It is a prin¬ 
cipal stop on the Florida East Coast Railway and is con¬ 
nected to the rich Glades section by a recently constructed 



Safe, gently sloping, white sand ocean beaches are basis for a 
rapidly growing resort development at Fort Pierce. This beach 
is only 5 minutes drive from the heart of downtown Fort Pierce. 



County-owned Pepper Park, which has been offered to the Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials as a 1,200 acre state beach 
park. View looks westward toward Fort Pierce. Highway is State Road No. A1A. 
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FEC rail cut-off. Fort Pierce is a deep water port city 
and serves as the junction point for the Intracoastal Water¬ 
way and the Okeechobee Cross-state canal at the deep sea 
inlet. 

In the back country, there are approximately 45,000 
acres of citrus groves which make St. Lucie County, Flor¬ 
ida’s fourth largest in citrus production. Vegetable growers 
utilize approximately 6,000 acres for two crops per year. 
The remainder of the land is used principally for cattle 
grazing. 

In and around the city, canneries, processors, imple¬ 
ment manufacturers, agricultural service industries and 
similar light plants employ approximately 1,000 persons 
in manufacturing. Total industrial payroll is slightly over 
4,000. 

The mild year ‘round climate in St. Lucie County is its 
greatest asset. Not only does it make possible the agri¬ 
cultural and horticultural activities which are the basis 
of the economy, but it is also the lure which attracts 
people and makes citizens of them. This same mild climate 
also encourages the county’s extensive livestock industry 
and is an important factor in low industrial costs. 

Yearly normal temperature is 73.7 degrees. During the 
past 46 years, temperatures have reached below freezing 
on an average of once every 584 days. 

Sports fishing and fine beaches form the basis for a 
rapidly growing resort development. Years ago, before 
the turn of the century, a group of wealthy easterners dis¬ 
covered a Fisherman’s Paradise. For a while, this group 
of exclusive sportsmen managed to keep the secret of 
their find to themselves; but gradually the word spread 
about fishing at Fort Pierce and thousands of eager anglers 
swarmed our Gulf Stream, salt river and fresh water 
streams. Today, the waters of and adjacent to St. Lucie 
County are recognized as superlative sport fishing grounds. 

The broad expanses of the Indian River with its deep 
coves, protected bays, and tide water form a natural 
feeding and breeding ground unequalled elsewhere along 
the Florida Coast. This, together with the proximity of 
the Gulf Stream, accounts for almost unlimited varieties 
of fish to be caught in the waters around Fort Pierce. 
More than 600 species have been catalogued for this sec¬ 
tion by the Salt Water Conservation Department of the 
State. 

St. Lucie County is blessed with two of the finest and 
safest beaches in Florida. Wide, white, gently sloping, 
the beaches constitute a major recreational and homesite 
attraction. Surf swimmers play and frolic without fear of 
dangerous currents. 

The south beach, most of which is within the city 
limits of Fort Pierce, is reached by a new concrete cause¬ 
way. It is approximately 3 miles from the shopping sec¬ 
tion of the city. Electricity, city water, fire and police 
protection are provided. 

The north beach is also accessible via a substantial 
causeway several miles north of the city of Fort Pierce. 
Less developed than the south beach, this beautiful ex¬ 
panse of ocean front property offers a wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity for an exclusive development. 


Both beaches are natural and not man made phenomena. 
It is on the north beach that St. Lucie County proposes 
to have established a beautiful state beach park to serve 
the people of the entire area. 



Indian River front 
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Citrus grove scene 


Its beautiful residential sections, good schools, churches, 
shops and stores, high standard of living and economies 
in food, fuel and recreation are but a few of the impelling 
attractions to the homeseeker. 


Social life centers around the activities at the Indian 
Hills Golf and Country Club, the Pelican Yacht Club and 
various tourist organizations. 

The city utilizes the manager-commission form of gov¬ 
ernment and utilities are publicly owned. The Southern 
Bell system and Western Union Telegraph Company pro¬ 
vide communications. 

There is an adequate, modern hospital. Public health 
work centers in the County Health Unit in Fort Pierce. 
Two banks and one building & loan association serve the 
financial interests. 

St. Lucie County is a land of opportunity for the agri¬ 
culturist, industrialist, merchant, homeseeker and vaca¬ 
tioner. 


Its twelve month growing season, fertile soils and semi- 
tropical location enable agriculturalists to market relatively 
rare fruits and vegetables at premium prices and with the 
minimum of expense and effort to themselves. 

The superb transportation facilities, quality of labor, 
accessibility to raw materials, extensive home market, 
recreational advantages and many other factors make it 
an attractive and profitable site for the industrialist. 

Its central east coast position, rapidly expanding popula¬ 
tion, relatively high buying power and cosmopolitan taste 
constitute desirable features for merchants. 


Its unsurpassed sport fishing; mild, pleasant climate, 
gently sloping wide safe beaches; parks and recreation 
facilities; good hotels, cottages and accommodations make 
it a most desirable vacation spot. 

St. Lucie County is a master blend of the elements which 
produce prosperity with happiness and progress with 
pleasure. Its people are never too busy to enjoy living 
or too languid to surge forward. 

St. Lucie County is hospitable and friendly. You will fit 
easily into your place in the sun. Choose St. Lucie County 
for good! 


Culturally speaking, Fort Pierce is far advanced. Good 
schools, and churches, beautiful parks and playgrounds 
and many civic and fraternal organizations contribute 
much to the pleasure of living in St. Lucie County. The 
Community Center serves as the headquarters for one 
of Florida’s best youth recreation programs and also for 
tourist recreation and activities during winter months. 
Dramatics and music play an important part in the life 
of the community and year around spectator sports offer 
attractions to the athletically minded. Fully lighted and 
equipped football, baseball and diamond ball fields, and 
tennis courts are maintained. 


Sailfishing scene 


Florida Crushed Stone Company 

"BROOKSVILLE STONE" 

WASHED - CRUSHED - SIZED 

FOR ALL PURPOSES 

Main Office: Ocala, Florida 

H. N. Camp, President S. L. Kilgore, Sales Mgr. 

Quarries: 

CON ROCK, FLA. GAY, FLA. 
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Indian 
River 
County... 


Soil and climate were the attrac¬ 
tions which persuaded early pioneers 
to build their modest homes and stake 
their future on their ability to wrest 
a livelihood out of the natural re¬ 
sources of the area along Indian River 
now included in the Florida East 
Coast county bearing this name. That 
was in the latter part of the 19th 
Century when the area was a wilder¬ 
ness and only the activities of the 
Indian wars had disturbed the near- 
tropical natural vegetation. Now, mid¬ 
way through the 20th Century, soil 



Merrill P. Barber 
Vero Beach 


and climate still comprise the magic 
combination, giving success to a wide 
variety of agricultural enterprise, and 
at the same time, luring more and 
more new modern day settlers either 
to meet the challenge of opportunity 
or just to rest, to play, or to regener¬ 
ate their physical strength for activ¬ 
ities elsewhere. 

Indian River County is the Northern 



KNEE-DEEP IN HER GARDEN!—Pretty Adrianna Kromhout of McKee Jungle 
Gardens, Vero Beach, Florida, wades out into the South's Largest collection of aquatic 
flowers to pick a luscious day-blooming lily. 


part of what was formerly St. Lucie 
County, having been separated and 
established with its own county gov¬ 
ernment by legislative act in 1925. 
It comprises 323,298 acres of land ex¬ 
tending North and South about 20 
miles with frontage on the Atlantic 
Ocean, and cut along the Eastern 
border by the narrow estuary of the 
sea known as the Indian River. The 
western border is 30 miles inland, 
with a large expanse of marsh area 
forming the rise of the St. John’s 
River, the longest Northward flowing 
river in the United States. 

Freedom from extremes character¬ 
izes the temperature of the county, 
with 73.4 as the mean average. The 


average for the summer months of 
June through September is 80.7, while 
that for the months of December 
through March is 65.8 degrees. The 
county has been recognized as being 
particularly free from serious damage 
by frost, credit being given to the 
presence of large bodies of water to 
the West, from which point most cold 
waves come. During a thirty year 
period of record, temperature as low 
as 32 degrees has been experienced 
only on 23 occasions, and the lowest 
record is 24 degrees. The date of the 
average killing frost line is December 
20 to January 13. Rainfall averages 
between 50 and 55 inches, with Sep¬ 
tember the month of heaviest fall. 
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Sugar Mill and Refinery of Fellsmere Sugar Producers' Association, Fellsmere, Florida. 


Pineland soil predominates in the 
county, but with considerable varia¬ 
tion from actual marsh, to “muck,” and 
“hammock,” the latter being especially 
adapted to the production of citrus 
fruit. The underlying formation is 
called the “anastasia formation” which 
is characteristic of the East Coast area 
draining into the Indian River, and 
which is believed to be a factor in the 
unusually high quality of the citrus 
fruit from this district. “Indian River” 
fruit is officially recognized by being 
listed separately from Florida Regular 
on market sales reports, and its prefer¬ 
ence in the consumer markets is indi¬ 
cated by the price almost invariably 
being higher than the “regular.” 

An important factor to agriculture 
in the county is water control. Large 
areas have been established as drain¬ 
age districts, or provided with pro¬ 
tective dikes and drainage canals to 
give relief from excessive water. At 
the same time, this region is fortunate 
in being underlaid with rock strata 
carrying artesian water supply which 
can be tapped by deep-driven wells. 
With these wells, ample water can be 
supplied in times of drouth, and with 
its flow at a pressure of about 16 
pounds to the square inch, it can be 
piped or run in ditches for consider¬ 
able distance, even supplying rural 
household needs without supplemen¬ 
tary pumping. 

The latest census of citrus tree 
acreage indicates that Indian River 
County has 1,500,000 trees of bearing 
age, or close to 20,000 acres, The crop 


in an average year would be valued 
at $2,000,000. In the county there are 
about 2,000 acres in general farming, 
6,000 acres in sugar cane, and 150,000 
acres of cattle grazing land. The cattle 
industry has been rapidly increasing 
in recent years, with improvement of 
pasture making it possible to graze 
many more cattle on a given acreage. 
Improvement of stock is being evolved 
by bringing in the Brahman strain, 
and by introduction of other pure¬ 
bred lines. Seafood products total 
1,200,000 pounds, while poultry, small 
fruits and bulbs account for further 
economic income. 

Transportation facilities are a big 
advantage to Indian River County. 
The Florida East Coast Railway pro¬ 
vides excellent passenger and freight 
service. The Eastern Air Lines, using 
the Vero Beach airport, provide a 
good schedule of airmail, air express, 
air freight, and passenger service. 
There are also the Florida Greyhound 
Bus Lines and the Inland Waterway 
for freight packet service. U. S. 1 
Highway traverses the county from 
North to South, and State Road 60 
runs from Vero Beach West to Tampa. 
The county has a good system of rural 
and feeder roads, some of which are 
being hard surfaced this year. A new 
cut-off is being built between Road 60 
and Fellsmere to better serve the 
thriving sugar industry operated by 
the Fellsmere Sugar Producers Asso¬ 
ciation, which processes the cane from 
field to consumer bag through its 
modern milling plant. 


Centers of population in the county 
are spread along the coastline, with 
the exception of the City of Fellsmere, 
which is nine miles inland. This com¬ 
munity is the headquarters of the 
sugar industry and place of residence 
of most of the employees. It derived 
its name from an early developer, Mr. 
Fels, of Cincinnati, who founded the 
Cincinnatus Farms in that area. Its 
present population is about 850. Other 
communities are Roseland, Sebastian, 
Wabasso, Winter Beach, and the 
county seat, Vero Beach. Wabasso 
was named Louanna by the early set¬ 
tlers when it was a trading post for 
Seminole Indians. Some of the earliest 
citrus fruit groves were established in 
this vicinity, and there was consider¬ 
able vegetable production, even be¬ 
fore railroad transportation was avail¬ 
able, and packet boats on the river 
must be used. It is now a thriving 
citrus shipping center of about 1,000 
population, but is unincorporated. 
Sebastian is an incorporated city, hav¬ 
ing some citrus production, but major¬ 
ing as a commercial fishing point. 
Roseland, located nearby, is an old 
settlement with a beautiful natural 
setting on the shore of the Sebastian 
River. The latter two communities 
have about 600 residents in all. 

Vero Beach has a population of 
about 5,000, augmented each winter 
season by about 3,000 additional resi¬ 
dents or visitors attracted by the fine 
climatic conditions and many facil¬ 
ities provided for the convenience and 
entertainment of tourists. The city 
has made steady advancement since 
its incorporation in 1919, having its 
own municipal electric power and 
water plants, modern sewage system, 
35 miles of paved streets, 14 miles of 
paved sidewalks, 30 blocks of white¬ 
way street lighting, etc. Its four miles 
of ocean frontage are dotted with fine 
homes, hotels, cottages and apart¬ 
ments, while on the mainland these 
facilities are supplemented by many 
additional hotels, motor courts, apart¬ 
ments and other types of accommoda¬ 
tion for tourists. The Indian River 
affords good waters for boating and 
fishing, while sportsmen find good 
hunting as well as fresh-water fishing 
in the back country to the West of the 
(Continued on Page 28) 
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Cashing In On Our Natural Assets 


Governor Warren signs bill which set up Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials. Left to right standing (back of the State’s 
Chief Executive) are: Senator Walter Walker, Daytona Beach, Rep. Woodrow Melvin, Milton, and Senator LeRoy Collins, Tallahas¬ 
see, members of the state legislative Park Study committee; State Forester C. H. Coulter, State Park Director Lewis G. Scoggin and 
Assistant Park Director M. B. Greene. The bill was signed at 9:30 a. m., June 13, and took effect July 1, 1949. 


By JOHN D. PENNEKAMP 

Chairman , Florida Board of 
Parks and Historic Memorials 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This article has 
been taken from two addresses by Mr. 
Pennekamp delivered before the State 
Convention of the Florida Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, Key West, 
August 6, and the Tallahassee Kiwanis 
Club, August 30.) 

May I suggest that at least half of 
you didn’t know that we had a State 
Park System in Florida and that of 
those who did, half again had only a 
hazy notion of what it is all about? 

Yet it embraces more than 50,000 
acres of the most wonderful land in 
Florida at 32 different places. It is 
one of the nation’s greatest conserva¬ 


tion and reclamation challenges. It 
gives our people and our visitors a 
chance to see Florida as it was seen 
by Ponce de Leon and the other 
famed characters of its earlier history. 
It has a value in excess of $50,000,000. 
One park alone will stand a real estate 
appraisal of $10,000,000. 

The Florida State Chamber of Com¬ 
merce says that one-third of the per¬ 
sonal income of every resident of Flor¬ 
ida is derived directly or indirectly 
from tourist dollars. Each year the 
tourists leave a total of $790,000,000 
in the state, which is 30 per cent of 
the State’s income, by far the largest 
sum from any one source. 

The Park System now makes prac¬ 


tically no contribution to the State’s 
principal business. Yet it can be a 
most essential part of that business. It 
is entirely possible for our Park Sys¬ 
tem to greatly expand and enlarge the 
tourist business and to carry it, with 
its golden flow and its economic sub¬ 
stance, to every part of our state. 

This nearly unsung system has been 
there since 1935. For fourteen years, 
until this spring session of the State 
Legislature, our Park System was a 
part of the Florida Board of Forestry. 

Two years ago, the Legislature au¬ 
thorized a joint committee with Sena¬ 
tor LeRoy Collins of Tallahassee, as 
chairman, and with Senators George 
W. Leaird of Fort Lauderdale and 
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John D. Pennekamp, associate editor, 
the Miami Herald, is the chairman of 
the recently created state agency, the 
Florida Board of Parks and Historic 
Memorials. He was chairman of the 
legislative committee of the Everglades 
National Park Commission and was 
more responsible than any one other 
individual for the successful campaign 
of 1946-47 which resulted in the Ever¬ 
glades National Park being taken into 
the Federal system. Pennekamp intro¬ 
duced President Truman at the dedica¬ 
tion ceremonies of the Everglades Na¬ 
tional Park. He resigned membership 
in the Everglades National Park Com¬ 
mission to serve on the Board of Parks 
and Historic Memorials. 

Walter G. Walker of Daytona Beach, 
and Representatives Scott Hough of 
Fort Myers and Woodrow W. Melvin 
of Milton as members, to canvass the 
park situation. 

This committee visited all of the 
State’s parks and most of the monu¬ 
ments and memorials and recom¬ 
mended to this springs Legislature 
the law that set up the Florida Board 
of Parks and Historic Memorials. 

It functions like this: The Board 
is made up of five members, one from 
each of the five regions into which 
the State is divided, roughly but by 
no means actually along general Con¬ 
gressional district lines. 

Tallahassee is in Region 1 which 
embraces northwest Florida and of 
which Mr. M. Brooks Hayes of 
Blountstown is the Board member and 
secretary. 

In this region are Escambia, Santa 
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Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Holmes, 
Washington, Bay, Jackson, Calhoun, 
Gulf, Gadsden, Liberty, Franklin, 
Leon, Wakulla and Jefferson counties. 

Region 2 is northeast Florida, with 
Mrs. Daughtry Towers of Jacksonville 
as Board member. 

Region 3 is west central Florida and 
Mr. Karl Bickel of Sarasota is the 
Board member. 

Region 4 is east central Florida rep¬ 
resented by Mrs. Harold Butts of 
Ormond Beach, vice chairman of the 
Board. 


My region is all of south Florida, 
and incidentally has fewer parks and 
monuments in it than any of the 



Mrs. C. D. Towers, member of Florida 
Board of Parks and Flistorical Monu¬ 
ments. 


others. There are nine in Region 1, 
eight in Region 2, seven in Region 3, 
five in Region 4, and three in Region 
5. 

When this Board met for its organi¬ 
zation meeting, we, like you, knew 
very little about the State’s Park Sys¬ 
tem. Probably only one of our mem¬ 
bers had had any previous dealing 
with it. The briefest kind of research 
revealed that the System contained 
within itself one of Florida’s s;reat, 
nearly unexplored potentials. It is 
possible for this System of 32 proper¬ 
ties to give to the residents and our 
visitors of Florida a practically all in¬ 


clusive recreational program the year 
round. 

Our System can, within a relatively 
short time, perform that most unusual 
public function of paying much of its 
own way. It can be our largest 
natural conservation project, extend- 
(Continued on Page 23) 



Karl Bickel of Sarasota, member of 
board, is a former president of the 
Florida Historical Society and former 
head of the United Press. 



Mrs. Harold Butts of Ormond Beach, 
vice president of the Board, is president 
of the Volusia State Park Association 
and also head of the Ormond War 
Memorial Association and is director of 
the Volusia County Red Cross chapter. 
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S. R. D. Operations Report 


DIVISION OF AUTOMOTIVE 

EQUIPMENT ESTABLISHED 

On July 15 Chairman McKethan 
announced the establishment of a Di¬ 
vision of Automotive Equipment, and 
the appointment of Mr. R. R. Whit¬ 
more, veteran in the automotive trans¬ 
portation and maintenance field, to 
head up the new division. 

Duties and responsibilities of the 
Division of Automotive Equipment 
can be no more clearly defined than 
as set out in the Chairmans memo¬ 
randum. They are: 

1. To take charge of all automotive 


4. To supervise and control inven¬ 
tories of parts, shop equipment, and 
material carried by all maintenance 
shops and warehouses pertaining to 
equipment as defined in paragraph 1, 
hereof. 

5. To make recommendations to the 
Chairman as events warrant for the 
improvement of policy and/or pro¬ 
cedure in the handling of all matters 
effecting the economy of this division. 

Mr. Whitmore advises that one of 
his first moves will be the installation 
of uniform records in all the Division 
Offices. 

His long range objective is TO 
EFFECT ECONOMY IN OPERA¬ 
TION BY INSTITUTING A PRE- 
VENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 
AND INSPECTION PROGRAM by 
which he hopes to protect the Depart¬ 


ment’s investment of over $2,400,000 
in equipment. 

Mr. Whitmore brings with him 25 
years of experience and training which 
will qualify him to handle the duties 
of the new Division. His first train¬ 
ing in this field began with overseas 
service in Motor Transport during 
World War I. During the Second 
World War he served as Manager of 
the Tallahassee District of the Office 
of Defense Transportation from 1942 
to 1945, after which he was elected 
and served as Vice President and Gen¬ 
eral Manager of Motor Fuel Carriers 
of Jacksonville, one of the largest 
“Tank Truck” Common Carriers in the 
Southeast. Between 1933 and 1938 
he owned and operated two taxi com¬ 
panies in Jacksonville, being the first 
to bring the “Dime Cabs” to that city. 



Section 1120-204 Road 25, Lake County near Clermont, August 11, 1949. Showing 
a section of the completed project. 


R. R. Whitmore 

and vehicular equipment, drawn or 
powered by motor, owned by the De¬ 
partment. 

2. To maintain adequate records of 
a permanent nature on each unit, to 
be kept current on a calendar monthly 
basis where possible, or at least quar¬ 
terly. 

3. To make periodic inspections of 
all such equipment and supervise the 
maintenance of same. Handle all re¬ 
quest for authorization to overhaul or 
otherwise dispose of a unit and direct 
the disposition of all unserviceable 
equipment. 


ENGINEERS REPORT 

As of September 1, 1949, we had com¬ 
pleted or initiated work valued at $24,470,- 
000 since the first of January, which is 63% 
of our total budget of $38,971,000 set aside 
for construction purposes. This included 
new projects at an estimated value of $8,- 
976,000. 


Bids on 19 miles of road and 135 feet of 
bridges were received during August at an 
estimated cost of $561,000. 

Some of the more important projects be¬ 
gun during the month of August were the 
grading and paving of 13 miles of Road 55 
on the Gulf Coast Highway between Tarpon 
Springs and State Road 60 and the grading 
and paving of a 6 mile section of the Cross 
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STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA 
SUMMARY OF BIDS RECEIVED DURING AUGUST 1949 


lob No. 



Length 



County 

Road 

(Miles) 

Description of Work 

Est. Cost 

7904-204 

Volusia 

15 

2.177 

Grading and Surfacing between South 
City Limits of DeLand—South 

$112,572.50 

7505-202 

Orange 

50 

0.691 

Surfacing between Tampa Ave. and 
Kentucky Ave. in Orlando 

69,704.87 

3075-104 

Dixie 

357 

1.456 

Grading and Surfacing between La¬ 
fayette Co. Line—South 

36,974.28 

4602-203 

Bay 

30-Alt. 

1.503 

Grading and Surfacing between Cove 
Blvd. in Panama City & Road No. 
389 

47,740.79 

2811-102 

Bradford 

225 


Concrete Bridge 

29,856.59 

3102-201 

Gilchrist 

341 

11.456 

Grading and Surfacing between Road 
No. 26 and Bell 

114,554.24 

7219-111 

Duval 

212 

1.280 

Surfacing Approaches to Pablo Creek 
Bridge 

149,774.36 


Low Bidder 

Brinson Const. Co., Tampa, Fla. 
Hubbard Const. Co., Orlando, Fla. 
L. M. White, Bronson, Fla. 


Coggin & Deermont, Chipley, Fla. 
S. F. MacKenzie Co., Fort Pierce, 
Fla. 

V. E. Whitehurst & Sons, Willis- 
ton, Fla. 

B. B. McCormick & Sons, Inc., 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla. 


TOTAL $561,177.63 


State Highway between Brooksville and a 
point southeast. 

An Engineering Library has been estab¬ 
lished under the direction of the State High¬ 
way Engineer’s office in Tallahassee. Engi¬ 
neering data now being collected by the 
various engineering sections of the main 
office in Tallahassee will be assembled and 
stored in the library for ready reference by 
our personnel. 

See table below for a summary of bids 
received during August for highway con¬ 
struction. 

Highlights of Road Maintenance 
First and Second Divisions 

R. C. Bannerman, Jr. 

Annually, more roads and bridges are 
taken over for maintenance. Along with this 
increase in mileage, the traveling public is 
demanding more service and attention today 
than ever before. Since our budgeted main¬ 
tenance funds are limited, it is necessary that 
considerable study be given to the various 
phases in order to spread the maintenance 
dollar as far as it will go. 

In order to make our maintenance in these 
two divisions as efficient as possible, we 
are now undergoing an extensive mainten¬ 
ance training program with our Maintenance 
Engineers and other key personnel. We are 
not so badly in need of more personnel in 
number, but rather we need personnel who 
are trained more for their job. For quite 
a few years the Road Department has taken 
on very few coliege-trained men and, to top 
this off, during the war years the Depart¬ 
ment lost quite a few of its best men who 
apparently took jobs elsewhere when the 
war was over. In a maintenance training 
program we are using our best men in the 
key positions to pass on their experience to 
others. 

As one drives down the highway he will 
encounter potholes, possibly high weeds 
along the shoulder, old deteriorated bridges 


Plans and Surveys 

Monthly Report for August 

1. Jobs being processed for receipt of bids in September: 


County 

Job. No. 

Road 

Description 

Budget 

Polk 

1621-201 

35 

Lakeland—Providence 

$220,000 

Hillsborough 

1007-1 

39 

Hopewell—Plant City 

63,000 

Sarasota 

1702-2 

45 

Sarasota—Venice (Br.) 

197,400 

Sarasota 

1700-1 

775 

Road 45—Englewood 

40,000 

Hamilton 

3207-101 

143 

SW Jennings—Ga. Line 

105,500 

Madison 

3575-101 


Lee—South 

113,000 

Taylor 

3803-2 

20 

Point near Taylor Co. 


Lafayette 

3301-2 


Line to Fenholloway 

437,000 

Levy 

3401-2 

55 

Suwannee River—Chiefland 

97,000 

Bay 

4614-201 

390 

St. Andrews—Lynn Haven 

140,000 

Bay 

4604-1 

75 

Panama City—Bayou Geo. 

200,000 

Gulf 

5101-2 

30 

Thru Port St. Joe 

82,000 

Jackson 

5307-1 

2 

Malone—East 2 Vz miles 

50,000 

Palm Beach 

9375-111 


Bacom Point—Pahokee 

174,900 

Palm Beach 

9312-201 

80 

20 Mile Bend—Bridge 44 

450,000 

St. Lucie 

9400-112 


Angle Road 

121,600 

Citrus 

0201-2 

45 

Widen OH North of Inverness 

66,000 

Flagler 

7302-2 

11 

Intracoastal Canal Bridge 

160,000 

Marion 

3602-2 

314 

Road 40—Salt Springs 

190,000 

Seminole 

7700-1 


Sanford Farmers Mkt. Roads 

20,000 

Volusia 

7900-1 


Broadway Ave. Beach Appr. 

25,000 

Lake 

1108-101 

459 

Lake Harris Bridge 

600,000 


2. Necessary field inspections were made in company with the Bureau of Public Roads 
representatives. 

3. Some of personnel were absent on vacation. 


Federal Aid 

During the month of August the processing of the following flashing light signal railroad 
grade crossing projects were completed and the railroads authorized to begin construction: 
Proj. No. Road No. Railroad Location 

FGI-011-2(24) 600 SAL Hillsborough Avenue in Tampa 

FG-Oll-l(l) 55 ACL Fannin Springs 

SG-106(2) 12 SAL West of Quincy 

SG-206(1) 100 ACL In Lake Butler 


Field reviews of the following projects were made with representatives of the Bureau of 
Public Roads in preparation for the next advertisement: 

County Proj. No. Road No. Location 

Marion S-233(l) 314 State Rd. 40 to Salt Springs 

Flagler S-195(2) 11 Bridge & Appr. Intracoastal Waterway 

Polk F-031-l(l) 35 Lakeland to Providence 

Levy F-016-l(2) 55 Suwannee River to Chiefland 


The following projects were processed to the advertising stage with the Bureau of Public 
Roads and the projects were advertised with bids being received in Orlando on August 26th. 


County 

Proj. No. 

Road No. 

Location 

Bay 

F-017-2(l) 

30 Alt. 

Cove Boulevard to SR 389 

Gilchrist 

S-223(1)&S-224(1) 

341 

SR 26 to Bell 

Volusia 

FI-010-1(1) 

15 

DeLand South 

Orange 

F-022-2(5) 

50 

Kentucky Ave. to Tampa Ave. 
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Section 9326-101 Roacl 808 Palm Beach County, Boca Raton, June 30, 1949. Looking 
west from the end of completed project which runs from the old Dixie Highway to 
4th Avenue. 


that could be replaced very cheaply with a 
concrete pipe, and possibly dangerous curves 
that are narrow and improperly marked. It 
is hoped that through this training program 
our men will soon detect these conditions 
and correct them. 

In order to emphasize some of these 
points, I shall mention some of the major 
phases in our maintenance program during 
the past month: 

Dangerous Sharp Curves. On U.S. 19, 
beginning a few miles west of Cross City, 
there is a nine-mile stretch of narrow high¬ 
way on which there are approximately eleven 
very dangerous curves. The shoulders were 
narrow and the curves were improperly 
marked, thereby creating a hazard for traf¬ 
fic at normal speed. Our maintenance 
forces, without increased funds, have re¬ 
cently gone in and rebuilt the shoulders 
wider than before, have erected reflector 
delineator signs at approximately 100-ft. in¬ 
tervals on each side of the highway at these 
dangerous curves, and have placed large re¬ 
flector signs warning of the curves. We have 
also widened the inside of these curves 
about 2 feet with lime rock and surface 
treatment. This will tend to make such 
curves fairly safe for the traveling public at 
a minimum of cost. In the event this sec¬ 
tion of road is relocated within the near 
future, all of the lime rock material can be 
salvaged. 

Replacement of Old (Small) Timber 
Bridges with Permanent Pipe. On U. S. 19 

(State Road 55), our maintenance forces 
have recently replaced two small worn out 
timber bridges with permanent concrete pipe 
culvert between Old Town and Cross City. 
The same has been done at an old bridge on 


State Road 30 near Foley. These timber 
structures had deteriorated beyond eco¬ 
nomical repair, and rather than to spend 
the money in completely overhauling these 
bridges with timber, after a careful study it 
was found that concrete pipe could be most 
economically put in, and at a minimum de¬ 
lay to traffic. The pipe was first laid under 
the existing bridge and then the ends prop¬ 
erly covered, providing a detour on each 
side of the road, which permitted the bridge 
to be removed while under traffic. This 
caused no delay whatsoever to the traveling 
public. Such cases could be repeated in 
many instances even though an early re¬ 
alignment might be anticipated, for the 
salvage value is usually one hundred per¬ 
cent on permanent pipe. 

Repainting Steel Rridges. Repainting 
steel bridges has always been quite a prob¬ 
lem to our maintenance forces, for in most 
cases we have had to use hand labor for 
chipping and applying the paint with 
brushes. Recently the Department com¬ 
pleted the repainting of the steel under¬ 
neath the Apalachicola Bay Bridge and the 
steel structure proper. However, this was 
done under small contract instead of by the 
State maintenance forces. By comparing 
actual costs, it was found that the contractor 
could use sand-blasting methods and then 
repaint the steel with a rust preventive, giv¬ 
ing us a much longer lasting job than would 
normally be expected without the sand 
blasting, with a very small increase in cost. 
A job of this nature of course is far superior 
than the hand chipping and painting method. 
Work of this nature requires labor of high 
skill, and it is very unlikely that we could 
obtain such labor within our own price 


range. It is therefore felt that such jobs as 
this should be contracted for best results. 

Seawall Protection Against Storm Damage. 
In the vicinity of Beacon Hill, on State Road 
30, there has been for several years a very 
dangerous, eroded section due to wave ac¬ 
tion from the Gulf in the storm season. It 
was found necessary to correct this ahead 
of the oncoming storms for this season. This 
is another type of job which, in our opinion, 
is best done with small contract rather than 
by State forces as it is impractical to main¬ 
tain this type of skilled labor for such few 
jobs. Work on this job consisted of driving 
steel sheet piling at the toe of the slope in 
the water’s edge, then capping it off with 
sand-cement along the slopes and over the 
top of the steel wall. The area between the 
pavement and the shoulder was paved with 
local sand and asphalt mixture. 

Grass Cutting and Mowing. On our 
trunk routes, and particularly around towns, 
our mowing schedule was not able to keep 
up with the weeds; yet, our mowing equip¬ 
ment was all operating. After giving this 
considerable study, it was decided that the 
mowing crews should be reduced, both as 
to number of machines and hand labor, and 
that the crews should cut only to the ditch 
every round, and the entire width every 
other round. Emphasis was placed on clean 
cutting around bridge ends and signs. 

THE UNUSUAL IN MAINTENANCE 
E. C. DeGarmo 

The unusual thing about routine main¬ 
tenance these days under an extremely 
limited budget, is to keep our roads patched, 
shoulders dressed, grass cut, right of way 
cleaned, drainage functioning, signs in 
place and structures in repair at all times. 

There are very few short cuts to accom¬ 
plish all this and it mostly depends on con¬ 
stant supervision and hard work. 

We have instituted in several Divisions a 
method of reworking the shoulders that, we 
feel, pays dividends. The old method in¬ 
volved securing a borrow pit, digging mater¬ 
ial by dragline, hauling by trucks and 
spreading hand. Where conditions permit, 
we now plow the badly washed and eroded 
shoulder with a tractor and disc harrow to 
save what stabilizing grass and root system 
is in place, then use a patrol grader to dress 
the shoulder and slopes and, where neces¬ 
sary, roll them .with a three to five ton roller. 
This operation performed during the rainy 
season produces a new stand of grass within 
a few weeks. This eliminates at least two 
mowings, all hand dressing except a mini¬ 
mum amount around culverts and bridge ap¬ 
proaches, and the heavy expense of hauling 
material by trucks. 

On another operation, where we have a 
borrow canal on either side of our roadbed, 
we are using a small % yard portable drag¬ 
line to borrow material from the canals and 
cast it in place to rebuild our shoulders. 
After settlement has taken place we dress 
this down with patrol grader to the required 
slope. In this manner we are getting a ten 
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During the month 
drainage structures: 
Section-Job Road No. 
3205-201 


Bridge Division 

of August, plans were in progress for the following bridges and 
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In addition to the 
standard drawings. 


Type and Location 

Bridge over Withlacoochee River and 
Relief Bridges 

Bridge over Fenholloway River 
Concrete Box Culvert and Weir at Mar¬ 
tin’s Bayou in Panama City 
Special Drainage Structures for Port St. 
Joe 

Bridge over Falatlakaha Creek and 
Widening Bridge over Helena Run 
Electrically operated double-leaf bascule 
over Intracoastal Canal on Road between 
Bunnell and Flagler Beach 
Bridge across Little Lake Harris 


Status at End of Month 

90% 

100 % 

100 % 

100 % 

100 % 


98% 

80% 


above, one drafting table was utilized the entire month revising 


to twelve foot shoulder at a very nominal 
cost, using the very minimum of equipment 
and labor. 

Another operation carried on with our 
regular work at little extra cost is designed 
to ensure the safety of the traveling public. 
Where we have old structures that &re nar¬ 
rower than our present pavements, we are! 
striping four inch width reflectorized liriey 
from the outside edge of pavement to the 
abutment on the structure. This has a ten¬ 
dency, especially at night, to channelize 
traffic from the wide pavement to the nar¬ 
rower structure and is very effective. Previ¬ 
ous to this striping of the pavement numer¬ 


ous accidents and some fatalities were re¬ 
ported. 

Another unusual method is being used in 
the installation of grid decks on old draw 
spans; rather than closing a road and incon¬ 
veniencing the public, we are barricading 
the side of the span on which we are work¬ 
ing and keeping the other side open for traf¬ 
fic. This barricade extends 75 feet beyond 
the draw span ends and is marked by red 
lights along its entire length with current 
supplied by our own portable light plant 
when local current is not available. Flag¬ 
men are placed at each end of this barricade 
twenty-four hours a day to handle and direct 


one-way traffic. This is a great convenience 
to the traveling public and the additional 
cost is more than justified. 

In summary, new problems in mainten¬ 
ance are confronted every day and it is 
necessary for our Maintenance Engineers to 
be “on their toes” and to be able to over¬ 
come these problems along with their regu¬ 
lar work. 

Division of 
Research and Records 

Special maps and charts were made of the 
Jacksonville Area, and all of the Fifth Divi¬ 
sion showing completed, budgeted and pro¬ 
posed construction. 

Survey of Speed Restriction Zones on the 
State Maintained System was completed and 
descriptive lists submitted to all Division 
Offices, the Highway Patrol, County Sheriffs, 
and Police Departments in towns under 
2,000 population. 

The county inventory and operational re¬ 
port was completed and submitted to the 
Bureau of Public Roads. This entailed the 
work of 5 men for about two weeks in the 
field and about the same amount of time of 
office personnel. 

Work is under way on another special re¬ 
port for the Bureau of Public Roads. This 
covers pertinent information such as road 
types, all types of buildings, traffic volumes, 
etc. on all rural roads, Federal Aid Primary 
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and Secondary, other state maintained and 
county. 

The 1948 State Traffic Flow Map was 
completed and tracing is ready to be sent 
away for lithoprint reproductions. 

During the month of August 21 field in¬ 
vestigations were made by the division on 
traffic sign and signal requests and 11 re¬ 
ports completed. 

Final drafting on revised maps of Broward 
and Flagler counties was completed and 
Palm Beach County is under way. The field 
inventory survey of Hernando County was 


completed and this map is now in the draft¬ 
ing stage. The checking of field control 
points was begun in Bradford, Columbia 
and Union Counties. 

Extension of Federal Aid Secondary Sys¬ 
tem: Twelve counties having previously 

been prepared and submitted to the Bureau 
for extension of the F.A.S. System, maps and 
descriptive data on the remaining fifty-five 
counties are now in the process of being 
prepared. 

In addition to routine drafting, cost ac¬ 
counting and finance reports, special finance 


reports are being prepared on all street im¬ 
provement, maintenance and traffic control 
installations in the various municipalities. 

Division of Tests 

Cement in the amount of 17,587 barrels 
was tested and inspected at the source, 
while a total of 74 tests were made on indi¬ 
vidual samples of cement consisting of 15 
chemical analyses, 11 alkali determinations 
and 48 complete physical tests. 

Concrete mixing water required 29 indi¬ 
vidual tests. These tests consisted of 11 
chemical analyses and 18 complete physical 
tests. 

A total of 249 tests were made on fine 
aggregate, consisting of 33 complete tests, 
108 gradings, 3 elutriations, 104 tests for 
organic impurities and one chemical analy¬ 
sis. 

A total of 475 tests were made on coarse 
aggregate, consisting of 264 gradings, 208 
unit weights and 3 abrasions. 

Concrete cylinders, numbering 751 were 
tested to determine the compressive strength. 
Note: These cylinders represent all of the 
concrete being poured on State Road De¬ 
partment projects. 

Three concrete mixtures were designed 
and furnished project engineers for use on 
their respective projects. 

During the past month 82 concrete pave¬ 
ment cores were tested to determine if they 
complied with the Department’s require¬ 
ments for pavement thickness and compres¬ 
sive strength. 

Six samples of concrete curing compound 
were tested to determine if they were ac¬ 
ceptable for use in curing concrete. 

One sample of brick was tested. The 
tests on this sample required 10 measure¬ 
ments for size, 5 compressive strength tests, 
5 flexural strength tests, and 5 absorption 
tests. 

During the past month 9,458 lineal feet 
of various sizes of concrete pipe were tested, 
inspected and stamped at the source. 

A total of 30 samples of corrugated metal 
pipe and arches were tested. 

Reinforcing steel in the amount of 103,757 
pounds was tested and inspected at the 
source, and 47 individual samples were given 
the complete physical tests. 
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Back in 1899 the Tampa Electric Company 
began furnishing electric power to this friend¬ 
ly section of Florida. Prior to that, the same 
people, under a different corporate name, 
caused Tampa to be one of the first cities in 
the United States to receive electric service. 
Throughout these years we have had profound 
faith in Florida and have consistently in¬ 
creased our facilities to keep ahead of the 
rapid growth of this territory. 

Looking back you are bound to look ahead. 
Florida is the greatest opportunity state in the 
Nation. 

Service in Hillsborough — Polk — and 
Pasco Counties 



One sample of guard rail requiring gauge, 
and tensile strength was tested. 

A total of 236 tests were made on lime- 
rock, consisting of 222 chemical analyses, 
and 14 gradations. 

The individual tests on paint amounted to 
25, which consisted of the following: 4 per 
cent pigment and vehicle, 3 per cent volatile 
matter, 5 pigment analyses, 5 weights per 
gallon, 6 drying time determinations, 1 
toughness and 1 viscosity. 

A total of 389 tests were made on bi¬ 
tuminous materials, which included 177 
viscosities, 84 penetrations, 36 bitumen 
soluble, 24 distillations, 12 flash points, 4 
float tests, 6 per cent loss determinations, 
10 specific gravities, 12 softening points, 12 
ductilities, 4 insoluble in benzol, 4 coke 
residue and 4 creosote distillations. 

Mineral aggregates required 40 individual 
tests listed as follows: One gradation test 
for mineral filler, 15 fine aggregate and 24 
coarse aggregate tests. 

The tests on bituminous pavement and 
bituminous mixtures numbered 186, item¬ 
ized as follows: 21 densities, 21 laboratory 
thickness determinations, 64 extractions, 64 
gradings, 8 Hubbard-Field Stability tests, 
and 8 bituminous design mixes. 

A total of 823 individual tests were made 
on soils, which comprised the following: 
38 gradings, 38 per cent sand, silt and clay 
determinations, 459 bearing value determi¬ 
nations, 38 liquid limits, 38 plastic indices, 
35 centrifuge moisture equivalents, 35 field 
moisture equivalents, 35 volumetric changes, 
35 lineal shrinkage determinations, 35 
shrinkage limits, 35 shrinkage ratios and two 
soil cement design mixtures. 

Representatives of this Division inspected 
3,840 feet of piling and 102,612 FBM lum¬ 
ber before treatment, and 3,815 feet of piling 
and 101,495 FBM lumber during and after 
treatment. 

During the past month three transport 
tanks used in transporting bituminous 
materials to State Road Department projects 
were calibrated by representatives of this 
Division. 

A total of 7 samples of emulsified asphalt 
were tested complete. 

Thirty-six adhesion tests were made to 
determine the per cent of mineral aggregate 
coated by the various bituminous materials. 

Concrete pavement joint details consisting 
of 300 dowel chairs, 55 dowel sleeves, 990 
lineal feet of expansion joint metal and 933 
lineal feet of center strip metal were tested 
and inspected at the source. 

Representatives from this Division assisted 
in designing and controlling bituminous mix¬ 
tures in Tallahassee, Tampa, West Palm 
Beach, Miami, High Springs and Orlando. 

During the month of August representa¬ 
tives from this Division traveled 3046 miles 
to make 687 base and pavement thickness 
determinations, 687 road width determina¬ 
tions, and straight-edge and template 28.4 
miles of road to see that it complied with 
the Department’s specifications. 

An investigation to determine the value 
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of calcium chloride as an admixture in con¬ 
crete was begun in August, and a complete 
report will be furnished in September. 

Several other investigations conducted by 
this Division are as follows: The alkali re¬ 
activity investigation of 18 concrete sands 
was completed. This study was made by 
measuring the change of pH of a dilute 
alkali in contact with the sands under similar 
experimental conditions. 

A study of the rise and decay of the re¬ 
flectance of reflectorized traffic stripes using 
the Hunter Night Visibility Meter was 
started on the various systems of experi¬ 
mental reflectorized traffic stripes. 

An investigation was begun on the effec¬ 
tiveness of State Road Department code T-2 
paint as a reflectorized paint when 4 pounds 
per gallon of beads was premixed into the 
paint and 2 pounds per gallon was applied 
on top of this wet film at the time of appli¬ 
cation. 

A comparative study was begun on the 
relative light reflection of various com¬ 
mercial glass spheres when practically ap¬ 
plied in the same paint systems. 

Freight and Utility Traffic 

GENERAL: Effective September 1, 
1949 the Interstate Commerce Commission 
authorized the railroads to increase all trans¬ 
portation charges the equivalent of 10% in 
lieu of the 6% that has been in effect since 
January 11, 1949. This increase did not 
apply on roadway aggregates either inter-or 
intrastate. 

We called attention in our report last 
month to the reduction in interstate rates 
and particularly the additional reduction 
flowing from the elimination of the so-called 
Florida Arbitrary. These new rates are now 
in effect and will mean added competition 
particularly in the course aggregate field 
and probably will lead to some reduction in 
the delivered cost of this type of material. 

FINAL ESTIMATES: Under the esca¬ 
lator clause in our contracts we protect the 
contractor against any increase in freight 
rates and conversely we obtain the benefit 
of any reductions in rates. We approved 
for payment eight final estimates.last month, 
some of which were particularly complicated. 

I am also working on a schedule of rates 
for application on asphalt which, if adopted, 
should result in a reduction of from to V 2 
cents per gallon in the transportation of 


asphalt delivered to various projects in the 
State. The proposal is in the formative stage 
and will be pressed to a conclusion as early 
as possible. 

The writer attended a conference before 
the executives of Southern Railroads in At¬ 
lanta August 10th- 11th. At the conference 
an effort was made to relate the rates on 
cold patch material consisting of sand, gravel 
or stone screenings with not in excess of 9% 
asphalt to the revised scale applicable on 
roadway aggregates. If approved this should 
result in some reduction in the rates on that 
material. At the present time we are mov¬ 
ing a small quantity from Miami to points 
on the lower East Coast. 

The Second Division 

By T. D. Johnson 

A job started in the latter part of July that 
has intense local interest in the Lake City 
area is the project for grading and paving 
SR 47 from Columbia City to Lake City, a 
distance of 7.56 miles, The contract calls 
for the construction of a 6” stabilized base 
22’ wide with a 21* Type 1 Surface Treat¬ 
ment. The stabilizing is to be done with 
limerock. Work is progressing satisfactorily 
and is approximately 35% complete to date. 
The contractor is Duval Engineering and 
Contracting Company. 

Two concrete test piles have been driven 
for the new concrete bridge to be con¬ 
structed over Swimming Pen Creek on SR 


220 in Clay County and work should move 
rapidly toward completion of the structure. 
The new structure will consist of twelve 25’ 
I-Beam spans on concrete pile bents, the 
bridge having an overall length of 340.5 ft. 
S. M. Wall of Gainesville has the contract 
for the job. 

The completion of this work will provide 
an outlet from the Lee’s Corner community 
east to SR 15 and will form a continuous 
paved route from SR 21 via Lee’s Corner to 
Orange Park. There are many produce 
farms and flower bulb industries that will be 
better serviced by the new construction. 

A project recently begun that will highly 
benefit the traveling public and alleviate a 
serious local condition is the storm sewer 
work on SR A1A in Neptune Beach. Heavy 
rains and storms have in the past rendered 
certain sections of Neptune Beach tempo¬ 
rarily impassable with attendant damages to 
the municipality in general. The contract 
work in amount of $49,432 is being done by 
the Okeechobee Construction Company of 
Jacksonville. 

The paving of SR 18 from SR 25 at 
Mikesville in Columbia County, through 
Union County, to Brooker in Bradford 
County has been completed by the L. L. 
Hall Construction Company at an approxi¬ 
mate cost of $503,000. The work consisted 
of constructing an 18’ sand bituminous road 
mix pavement 6” thick, and two concrete 
bridges; one over Olustee Creek and the 
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other over New River. This is a well lo¬ 
cated farm-to-market road serving many 
growers of produce and tobacco. 

\ maintenance sub-office has been opened 
at Perry, Florida, in order to obtain closer 
supervision of maintenance work in that 
territory and Mr. Jack Alvarez has been 
placed in charge of the office. The new 
office is in Mr. G. S. Stover’s maintenance 
area, headquarters at Lake City, and is op¬ 
erated under his supervision. 

The Division Office was recently visited 
by a former employee of State-wide 
acquaintance—one C. A. Bache, alias “Doctor 
Bozo.” Doc and his wife now reside at Lake 
Weir where they have a fine orange grove. 
They were en route to North Carolina for a 
vacation in the mountains. 


in 1925 and remained until 1936, during 
which time he served as Project Engineer on 
practically every type of construction. After 
leaving the Department Mr. Yost entered 
the contracting business and built several 
jobs in Georgia and Florida. Long a Re¬ 
serve Army officer, Mr. Yost was called to 
active duty in June 1942 in the Corps of 
Engineers and was assigned as Area Engi¬ 
neer at Tyndall Air Base, Florida. He also 
served as Area Engineer at Apalachicola and 
as Equipment Director at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
He was retired to inactive status in 1945. 
Mr. Yost was appointed City Manager of 
Marianna, Florida in April of 1947 and 
served in that capacity until April of this 
year. His many friends in the Road Depart¬ 
ment are glad to welcome Mr. Yost back 
into the fold. 


Happenings in the 
Third Division 

By W. Pierce Bledsoe 
R. W. “Dick” Yost was reemployed by the 
State Road Department this month and is 
assigned to location and construction work 
in Jackson and Galhoun Counties. Mr. Yost, 
a Registered Professional Engineer, has had 
a long and varied career in the Engineering 
Field. He began with the Road Department 


C. G. “Cal” Powell, Senior Project Engi¬ 
neer, was notified recently that he had 
passed the examination for Registered Pro¬ 
fessional Engineer. The examination was 
conducted in May at Jacksonville by the 
Florida State Board of Engineer Examiners. 
Mr. Powell began with the State Road De¬ 
partment in June 1925, as rodman and has 
advanced through the ranks as Instrument- 
man, Assistant Project Engineer, Project 
Engineer and Senior Project Engineer. He 
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is currently assigned to Job. No. 4906-202. 
F.H.P. 14-C (1). from the Franklin County 
line to Sumatra. Congratulations Cal. 

C. F. “Charlie” Scruggs, Maintenance 
Engineer of the Tallahassee Unit, was also 
among those passing the examination for 
Registered Professional Engineer. We are 
glad to congratulate Charlie upon his 
achievement. 

By using both rubber tired power units 
and crawler trailor pulled dirt moving equip¬ 
ment, rapid progress is being made in the 
grading operations on F. A. S. Project 
S-230 (1) Job No. 5209-201. This job, ap¬ 
proximately six miles in length runs from 
Prosperity to Leonia in Holmes County. A. 


For positive action on clearing weeds 
from roadside and drainage ditches—- 
consult— 
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B. Covell, DeFunnk Springs, is the Con¬ 
tractor and J. S. Hall is Project Engineer. 

Corbin Cawthon, Project Engineer, has 
recently completed three large bridge jobs 
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in Escambia County and is now on tempo¬ 
rary duty in the Division Office at Chipley. 

Coggin & Deermont, Chipley, Florida, 
were the low bidders on F. A. Project 
F 017-2 (1) Job No. 4602-203. This job, 
one and one-half miles in length is in Pana¬ 
ma City and runs from Cove Boulevard to 
State Road No. 389. This job will be of 
Soil Cement Stabilation with Bituminous 
Surface treatment, type 2. This will be the 
second road of this type constructed in this 
division. The first was constructed some 
years ago in Jefferson County as an experi¬ 
mental project. 
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When does $400 equal $481? That might 
happen when travelers, returning from 
abroad to claim the maximum customs ex¬ 
emption, get embroiled with what is known 
as a “multiple” rate of exchange. All of this 
revolves around the coexistence in some 
European countries of double currency 
standards. 

If travelers compute their purchases 
on the basis of the “free” rate of ex¬ 
change, which is favorable to Ameri¬ 
cans, they find that they have spent 
more than had they used the “official” 
rate of exchange. 

Customs inspectors are helping to solve 
the problem for returned travelers who use 
the full $400 exemption. The inspectors 
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apply the average between “official” and 
“free” rates of exchange in figuring duty. 
They also apply the levy on items which 
require the lowest payment. 

Happily for both Customs Bureau 
and travelers, the question of multiple 
exchange rates arises infrequently, since 
the $400 exemption limit covers the 
purchases of most Americans returning 
from abroad. 


The merger of British Overseas Airways 
Corporation (BOAC) and British South 
American Airways (BSAA) is provided for in 
the Airways Corporation Bill, recently signed 
by the King. The effective date depends 
on transfer to BOAC of BSAA equipment 
and property in South America. 
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CASHING IN ON OUR ASSETS 

(Continued from Page 13) 
ing into the fields of wildlife, flowers, 
blooming vegetation and trees, as well 
as that even more neglected and fasci¬ 
nating avenue—history. 

When we have developed these 
parks and historical memorials, it will 
require all of the free time, the recrea¬ 
tional time of our average citizen for 
several years in order to visit and use 
them fully for their pleasure, their 
sentimental contemplation and their 
pride in ownership. 

They will make an historic appeal 
to our own residents superior to that 
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of any other area in the United States 
save probably Washington. On the 
recreational side, we will be exceeded 
in one direction only by those areas 
which can provide brief wintertime 
sports because of low temperatures, 
ice and snow conditions. And, of 
course, we will outstrip those areas 
in every other facility the year round. 
We can compete with just about any¬ 
thing abroad. 

A traveller desiring to visit all of 
our parks and monuments would use 
up more than a week on a touch and 
go basis and while he would have had 
one of the most unusual and attractive 
automobile trips possible, he would 
have seen little of the parks. If he 
gave two weeks to the task, he 
wouldn't have to drive so fast and 
might have time to wet a line in fine 
fishing waters, to spend a leisurely 
night in a cottage in one of the parks, 
to bathe either in the ocean, gulf, or 
in a spring fed stream, to see sand 
dunes remindful of the famous areas 
of Tunisia, to visit underground cav¬ 
erns and forests unlike others in the 
world, and to experience the thrills 
and pleasures that go with an enjoy¬ 
ment of the plants and animals and 
the scenery of Florida in their most 
exotic, most natural, and most appeal¬ 
ing form in every section of the State. 
For you should know that our System 
extends from Hugh Taylor Birch Park, 
Fort Lauderdale, northward along the 
Atlantic Ocean to Fort Clinch Park in 
Nassau county and westward to Santa 
Rosa in Santa Rosa county, then fol¬ 
lows the line of the gulf eastward and 
southward to Collier-Seminole Park in 
Collier county. Within that perimeter 
exist not only the parks with the facili¬ 


ties outlined but any number of monu¬ 
ments and memorials embracing vary¬ 
ing areas and commemorating the 
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tial acknowledgment. It is our pur¬ 
pose, as rapidly as we can, to rescue 
all these from their darkening limbo. 

In addition to the pleasure which is 
available to our people throughout the 
year, we want to, and can, with rela¬ 
tive ease, draw to our parks most of 
the 2,239,614 persons who now come 
to Florida each year by automobile. 

Suppose that, by making these parks 
attractive and known to them, we can 
induce one half of these recreation 
loving persons to remain over one day. 

Convention bureaus estimate that a 
visitor averages $30 daily in expendi¬ 
tures. That money goes for gasoline, 
oil, garage services, lodging, eating, 
amusement, recreation, side trips to 
our highly developed and publicized 
commercial areas, refreshments, fruit 
and souvenirs to send to friends, 
drugs, cosmetics, cigars, cigarettes, 
tobacco, clothing, shoes, jewelry, pro¬ 
fessional and mechanical services. 


Telephone 4-6751 P. O. Drawer "D" 

MOTOR PARTS AND SUPPLY, INC. 
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most solemn, the most romantic, and 
the most historical moments and 
events in our State’s history. 

Also there are neglected and almost 
forgotten within that area many addi¬ 
tional sites to which we owe reveren- 



Let us be extra conservative, after 
the fashion of an institution engaged 
in unmitigated frontier frugality, and 
give a chilled water treatment to that 
estimate. Instead of $30 a day let’s 
say that each visitor will spend only 
$5. Is there anybody here prepared 
to argue with that figure? 

If by reason of letting them know 
what we have, we can induce only 
one half of these automobile visitors 
to remain over for only one day, we 
add more than five and one-half mil¬ 
lions that day to the State’s economy. 
When I say State’s economy, I mean 
business as well as public, for, remem¬ 
ber that the State is receiving money 
directly and indirectly from those 
tourist expenditures every time the 
wheels of the car turn or stop. 

We don’t think these visits will be 
limited to one day, nor that the visi¬ 
tors will spend only $5. We think we 
can extend their visits to as long as a 
month. Every day adds another five 
and one-half million dollars. 

Before you go to looking for a hole 
in my reasoning, let me assure you 
that my austerity approach has al¬ 
lowed for all that. 

Hugh Taylor Birch Park, on the 
oceanfront in Broward county, now 
has an annual attendance of 35,000 
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persons. Yet it is within 25 miles of 
Crandon Park, also an oceanfront pub¬ 
lic operation. The two possess 
many identical characteristics. Cran¬ 
don Park has appealed to as many as 
36,000 persons in one day. 

Allowing for every conceivable con¬ 
tingency, does anybody doubt that 
Hugh Taylor Birch Park can do 10 
times the business it now does? That 
would be 350,000 persons annually. 
Every one of them, resident and visi¬ 
tor, going there contributes to the 
State s recreational economy, Number 
One in the State’s and your income 
lists. 

Over at Marianna, we have the 
Florida Caverns State Park, present¬ 
ing strange landscapes of subterran¬ 
ean splendor, with surprising contrasts 
in forests, plants, and wildlife above. 
In addition to its geological attrac¬ 
tions, there are dense forests, a beau¬ 
tiful assortment of plant life, under¬ 
ground rivers, springs, rock gardens, 
natural trails, a natural bridge, and 
many other attractions. How many 
persons do you suppose saw this won¬ 
derland of nature last year? 45,237. 
If the people of this State, and the 
people who visit this State, knew it 
was there, 10 times that many would 
experience its thrilling pleasures each 
year. And again, let me point out that 
this involves time and money, freely 
expended in the holiday mood, yet a 
concrete, basic addition to our econ¬ 
omy, private and public. 

At Sebring we have a wonderland 
in the Highlands Hammock State Park 
—an outdoor cathedral set up by 
nature in an area of 2,637 acres of 
sub-tropical hammock replete with 
scenic drives, 10 miles of foot trails, 


great forests, ancient trees, canals, 
dams, small streams, bridges, and 
most popular of all a catwalk that per¬ 
mits the visitor to go through a cypress 
swamp experiencing all of its scenic 
and other splendors without once get¬ 
ting his shoes wet or his clothing 
soiled. 

Now I have talked about only three 
of the 32 parks and memorials which 
are under our direction. Each of these 
parks has some local prominence, but 
none has developed the statewide ap¬ 
peal which it deserves and the System 
as a whole is practically unknown na¬ 


tionally, when it should be a topic of 
general interest and discussion 
throughout the nation. 

I am reminded of the savant who 
said if you want to forget all your 
other troubles, put on a pair of tight 
shoes. And so I am going to ask you 
to wear our tight shoes for the next 
few minutes. The Legislative com¬ 
mittee which set up this Park Board 
recommended that the Legislature 
give it $1,000,000 a year for the next 
10 years in order to develop these 
facilities to their fullest promise. Be¬ 
fore that figure startles you, let me tell 
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you that that budget would be one of 
the smallest of any of the states hav¬ 
ing an appreciation of their park facili¬ 
ties and values. We are a recreational 


Better Highways 
are built with 



Money-saving 


CONCRETE 


Concrete has the strength 
and stamina to carry heavy 
truck traffic and it is ideal 
for fast-moving passenger 
cars. It is skid resistant, 
drains quickly, improves 
visibility and cuts driving 
costs by saving on gas, tires 
and repairs. Concrete has 
the durability to keep traffic 
rolling without pavement 
shutdowns for repairs. 

Concrete offers all these 
advantages at low annual 
cost . Its first cost is usually 
less than other pavements 
of equal load-carrying 
capacity, its maintenance is 
less and its life is longer. 
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state, with much more to show than 
any other, yet 24 states last year spent 
more on their state park systems. Cali¬ 
fornia spent $5,734,759 and 4,441,666 
persons went into its parks. Michigan 
spent $2,636,408 and attracted 12,- 
719,809. 

In Florida, where we spent $282,- 
000, we had 326,516 visitors. Thirty- 
three other states had more. I cite 
these figures to show that the popu¬ 
larity of parks is in direct proportion 
to the money spent to make them at¬ 
tractive. 

One million dollars is less than one- 
seventh of the total amount spent an¬ 
nually by the City of Los Angeles for 
its park system. If Florida were to 
award to this Board the $1,000,000 
yearly suggested by the Legislative 
committee, she would still be spend¬ 
ing $227,000 less than the City of Mi¬ 
ami alone will spend for its parks this 
year. 

Now these things would be true if 
we were given the million dollars 
which the Legislative committee 
recommended that we get. But we 
aren't being given any such amount. 
We have been awarded a total of 
$357,500 a year, for the next two years, 
little more than one-third of what the 
Legislative committee said we should 
have. 

What is happening under this 
penury is this: The parks and his¬ 
torical monuments are taking on an 
appearance of neglect. The spirit of 
many of the employes, loyal and ex¬ 
perienced men, highly trained to their 
specific tasks, is waning. At Myakka 
River State Park, near Sarasota, one 
of the most popular in the entire Sys¬ 
tem, and containing 12,233 acres, 
visited last year by 65,390 people, two 
men are assigned to the project. That 
means they take care of all of that 


land and all of the Park s services and 
facilities. Some of our employees are 
doing giant jobs for less money than 
many of our citizens are paying their 
gardeners. What is true there, is true 
everywhere in the System. 

Were you to attempt to fix the 
blame for this situation, you would 
probably come up with the same 
answer that has been reached by the 
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Board. It is this: The budget was 
fixed before the Board was estab¬ 
lished and its obligations outlined. It 
was fixed before there was any con¬ 
ception of what had to be done to 
insure the real and orderly develop¬ 
ment of this Park System. Up to now 
the State has spent no money for de¬ 
velopment; what it has in the way of 
facilities represents federal works pro¬ 
grams of depression days. 

The members of the Board recog¬ 
nized the problem with which they 
were confronted when they organized. 
Had we had a clear conception of 
what lay ahead of us before that time, 
I doubt whether any of us would 
have accepted the appointment. 

Yet inspired by the possibilities and 
the loyalty of the Park Service em¬ 
ployees and confident of the good 
sense and affection of our citizens for 
the greatness of their State, we have 


accepted the challenge. 

We receive no remuneration what¬ 
ever. 

For each one of our Parks and 
Memorials we are appointing an Ad¬ 
visory Council of five, also called for 
by the law, and they receive no com¬ 
pensation. So that there are 165 of 
our citizens wearing voluntarily the 
tight shoes of this oversized worry. 

Our obligation is, within the next 
two years, to hold this asset together 
so that it will not decline while ac¬ 
quainting every person in the State 
with its intrinsic values. When this 
is done, we believe that we will re¬ 
ceive, because you wish it so, the 
money necessary to do an adequate 
job. That adequate job means that 
we will establish the State Park Sys¬ 
tem as a great basic, economic re¬ 
source which will be in a substantial 
manner self-sustaining, which will 


mean recreation and pleasure, a new 
health and the opening of broader 
recreational vistas for our people, 
which will enlarge the State’s tourists 
out of which the State Chamber of 
Commerce estimates that one-third of 
our personal income is derived direct¬ 
ly or indirectly. 

If you will be good enough, at your 
leisure, to visit some of these parks 
and monuments, you will find your¬ 
self well repaid. As a matter of fact, 
I am sure that you will be agreeably 
startled at the magnitude of this pub¬ 
lic asset and militantly determined to 
maintain it. 


EDITORIAL 

(Continued from Page 6) 

1. Regard every child on the 
street as a flashing ‘caution’ sign. 

2. In school zones, residential dis¬ 
tricts and near playgrounds, be es¬ 
pecially watchful for children and ex¬ 
pect the unexpected at all times. 

3. Give bicycles a wide berth. In¬ 
experience, a poor sense of balance, 
holes in the road, or just sheer child¬ 
ish absent-mindedness can place the 
rider directly in your path without 
warning. 

4. In residential districts, partic¬ 
ularly, be on the alert at driveways 
and intersections for tricycle riders, 
skaters, scooter riders, and, in the 
winter, children on sleds. 

The Florida Department of Public 
Safety is conducting this campaign 
as part of a continuing traffic safety 
program in cooperation with the Na¬ 
tional Safety Council. 
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Rustically charming as is this entrance to Driftwood, 
on the ocean's edge some three miles from the town 
of Vero Beach, it gives little idea of the great 
bewitchment of scene to be found within. 

The Driftwood 

A Hotel 

For Heaehcombers 

W. E. SEXTON, Owner 


On the Ocean 

At 

Vero Beach, Fla. 



There’s bewitchment in a moonlit ocean, especially 
when one’s vantage point is Driftwood , where the 
Inn hangs right over the water. 


INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 

(Continued from Page 11) 

city. New development in the beach 
area has been accentuated in recent 
years and promises to take on a new 
spurt of vigorous activity upon the 
completion of the new bridge leading 
across Indian River from the center 
of the city to the beach area. This 
bridge is provided for in the 1949-50 
budget of the State Road Department, 
construction to begin before the year 
passes, with probable completion in 
1951. 

And speaking of the new bridge, 
it is inevitable that reference should 
be made to the person who has been 
responsible for bringing this project 
to the point where it has been defi¬ 
nitely assured, namely Hon. Merrill 
P. Barber. Going back into history it 
is apparent that while soil and climate 
are the elements indispensible to the 
development of a prosperous county 
and community, yet along with them 
there must be something else, for 
these factors exist in many places in 
Florida that have not enjoyed the sub¬ 
stantial growth and development that 
has been experienced in Indian River 
County. That something else is man 
power. Not the brawn of physical 
strength, though it took plenty of that 
in the early days, but the power of 


vision, the genius to devise ways and 
means, the vigor and persistence of 
personality to follow through to 
achievement. 

Indian River County has prospered 
because of able men who have cast 
their lot within its borders. In the 
early days of land reclamation there 
were men like H. J. Zeuch, R. D. 
Carter, Dr. John Leroy Hutchison, 
A. M. Hill, Sr. and A. W. Young. 
Some of these lived to see the realiza¬ 
tion of their dreams and efforts, and 
contributed through many years to the 
development of the community. A. W. 
Young was in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives when the county was 
formed and later served as a State 
Senator. W. E. Sexton, another early 
visionary whose great enterprises still 
thrive and bring notoriety to the 
county, has made a distinguished con¬ 
tribution both to the economic life 
and to the very character of the City 
of Vero Beach. One of his creations is 
McKee Jungle Gardens, 3 miles South 
of Vero Beach, on U. S. 1, which is a 
famous scenic attraction, visited by 
thousands annually. So many names 
could be added to a roll of honor, 
but there is today a new generation 
taking hold and shaping destiny. Alex 
MacWilliam, the county’s Representa¬ 
tive and for about 18 years Mayor of 
Vero Beach, spans both the back- 
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ground and the present as an active 
civic leader and is young enough to 
carry on for many more years. 

Just at the threshold of active civic 
life is Merrill P. Barber. Growing up 
in the community, Barber entered 
business with his father, helped to ex¬ 
pand its scope and volume, took his 
place in Junior Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, then, later, in Senior Chamber 
of Commerce leadership, and worked 
his way into many fields of civic serv¬ 
ice, gaining constantly in the respect 
and admiration of his fellow citizens. 
In 1947 he was elected Mayor of Vero 
Beach and shortly thereafter was 
placed as President of the Indian 
River Citrus Bank. Then in recogni¬ 
tion of his ability and his excellent 
reputation throughout the State, he 
received from Governor Fuller Warren 
an appointment to the Florida State 
Road Board, where he has served with 
distinction and competence during the 
first year of his incumbency. With the 
groundwork laid by former Mayor and 
Representative Alex MacWilliam, Bar¬ 
ber was able to round out the require¬ 
ments with the Army Engineers, City 


of Vero Beach and State Road Depart¬ 
ment so that the long needed Vero 
Beach bridge could be finally ap¬ 
proved. Once again the right man was 
needed to capitalize on conditions and 
resources at hand to bring about 
realization of a great and worthwhile 
objective. Barber may long be re¬ 
membered in connection with the 
acquisition of a new bridge in Vero 
Beach, but this is but a foretaste of 


many fine things that he will prob¬ 
ably do on behalf of his home com¬ 
munity. 
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Sail Fishing At Its Best 
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Because the August Hurricane was comparatively dry, damage 
to roads was not as heavy as might have been expected. Some 
areas, however, were inundated in the ivake of the storm. 
Reminiscent of flood conditions in northwest Florida in the 
Spring of 1948 are views shown here of SR 70 west of Arcadia 
under overflow waters from Peace River. For a few days cross¬ 
ing could be made only by a tractor-drawn trailer. 


Section 0404 Road 70 DeSoto County, Arcadia, Florida August 
31, 1949, showing the crest of the high water conditions follow¬ 
ing hurricane, near the west city limits of Arcadia. Water had 
started to recede as of the above date. 


A “Dressed-up” flooded road. This is about the only way to 
make a flooded road attractive. 


FOR 

STORM SAFETY 

build with 


Florida Portland Cement Division 

General Portland Cement Company 
TAMPA FLORIDA 


Thirty 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 
























Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

MEETING HELD AT ORLANDO. AUGUST 26, 1949 


Pursuant to call by the Chairman, as 
agreed at the last meeting, the Members 
of the State Road Department met in Or¬ 
lando, at the San Juan Hotel, on the 26th 
day of August, 1949, for consideration of 
all matters coming before the Department 
for action at this time. All Members were 
present, as follows: Chairman A. A. Mc- 
Kethan, J. Glover Taylor, Marion G. Nelson, 
Merrill P. Barber and Trusten P. Drake. 
Secretary Robert O. Ghiotto, Attorneys John 
W. McWhirter and David V. Kerns, State 
Highway Engineer S. P. Turnbull, and cer¬ 
tain other engineers and members of the 
Department personnel were also in attend¬ 
ance. 


MEMBER BARBER EXCUSED 
Because of the urgent warnings being 
received on the approaching hurricane, Mr. 
Barber’s request that he be excused was 
granted by the Chairman and other Members 
and he left for his home. 


APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING 
HEED AT TAMPA ON JULY 28 
On motion of Mr. Nelsrn, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the minutes of the meeting held at 
Tampa on July 28 were approved and ordered 
recorded. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Ne’son. the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates, 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects, and for fur¬ 
nishing certain materials, as hereinafter 
listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed, be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to wit: 

CONSTRUCTION 
Bids Received June 16 
Hardee-Walker Const. Co., S-225(l), 833, 
Hendry, $83,545.53. 

Bids Received July 28 
Cone Bros. Contr. Co., F-022-2(l) etc., 50 
and 41, Hernando, $248,828.38. 

Cone Bros. Contr. Co., F-025-l(6), 55, Pinel¬ 
las, $552 609.21. 

Pressure Concrete Co., 1013-902, 600, Hills¬ 
borough, $23,179.40. 

Powell Bros., Inc., 9406-105, A1A, St. Lucie, 
$92,121.08. 

Jas. H. Craggs Const. Co., 3306-102, 250, 
Lafayette, $17,791.50. 


Standard Dredging & Const., 9306-111, A1A, 
Palm Beach, $118,893.90. 

Polk Const. Co., S-137- (3), 48, Sumter, $117,- 
692.61. 

T. Drew Branch C^nst. Co., FHP-14-C(1), 
65, Franklin, $156,872.98. 

Langston Const. Co., FI-003-4(14), 6, St. 
Lucie, $247,146.92. 

Jas. H. Craggs Const. Co., S-245(l), 185, 
Walton, $107,973.65. 

Materials 

Bids Received August 2 

Fla. Concrete Pipe Co.. 54' 24" Cone. Pipe 
and 260' 48" Cone, pipe, $2,071.50. 

Bids Received August 5 

Birmingham Slag Co., 967 T Slag FOB 
Branford, $3,925.06. 

Woodstock Slag Ccrp., 537 T Slag FOB 
Doctor’s Inlet, $2,236.61. 

Ocala Lime Rock Corp., 2500 T Lime Rock 
(Branford), $4,500.00. 

Ocala Lime Rock Corp., 6600 T Lime Rock 
(Doctor’s Inlet), $14,520.00. 

The Texas Company, 17,500 gal. semi-solid 
asphalt (Branford), $2,051.00. 

• The Texas Company, 11.600 gal. semi-solid 
asphalt (Doctor’s Inlet), $1,338.64. 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGR EEMENTS 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following supplemental agree¬ 
ments were approved: 

Peterson & Earnhart, FAS No. S-9(2), 
Jackson Co.. $486.20 incr. 

B. B. McCormick & Sons, 7406-108, Nassau 
Co., $6.55 deer. 

REQUESTS FOR COUNTIES TO OBTAIN 
RIGHT OF M AY 

Routine resolutions requesting counties to 
obtain necessary right of way were adopted 
covering the following sections of road: 

Baker, 127, 2706, from Rd. 125 N’ly to 
Baxter, Taylor-Nelson. 

Hamilton, 25 and 100, 3201, from White 
Springs to Genoa, Taylor-Drake. 

Marion, 200, 3604, from Rd. 25, at point 
550' SW of intersection of Moss Street and 
Old Gainesville Road, NE ly to highway 
near SAL RR crossing, Drake-Nelson. 

Palm Beach, 80, 9312, from Twenty Mile 
Bend E’ly to E line of S 36, T 43 S, R 40 
E, Drake-Nelson. 

Putnam, 15, 7601, from intersection of Mag¬ 
nolia Ave. and Summit St. in Crescent City 
N’ly and NW'ly 1.5 miles. Drake-Nelson. 

Washington, 284, 61C2, from Miller’s Ferry 
E’ly to Rd. 79, Nelson-Taylor. 

APPROVAL OF REVISED AND 

AMENDED MAP OF LOCATION AND 
SURVEY 

Resolutions approving revised and amend¬ 


ed map of location and survey were adopted 
covering the following sections of road: 

Hamilton, 135, 3202, map dated August 26, 
1949, Taylor-Drake. 

Taylor, 20, 3803, map dated August 26, 1949, 
Taylor-Drake. 


I. I. BOARD REQUESTS FOR R/W 
RELINQUISHMENTS IN MURPHY ACT 
DEEDS 

The Board took action on the recommen¬ 
dation of the Engineer on requests from 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund for release of right of way reservations 
in Murphy Act deeds and parts thereof held 
by the Department, as set out in each case 
listed below: 

1st Division 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson: 

Hillsborough, 1438, release all of reserva¬ 
tion, approved. 

Hillsborough, 3523, release all of reserva¬ 
tion, approved. 

Hillsborough, 4658 part, release all of res¬ 
ervation, approved. 

Polk, 4^2 part. 1614, 544, release all reser¬ 
vation EXCEPT within 50' of centerline SR 
544, approved. 

3rd Division 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake: 
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Holmes, 59, 7603, 15, release all of reserva¬ 
tion outside OLD R/W line of SR 10(1), ap¬ 
proved. 

5th Division 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson: 

Putnam, 1273 part 7603, 15, release no part 
of reservation. 

Volusia, 1603 part 9903, 5, release all reser¬ 
vation EXCEPT within 50' of survey line 
of Road 5, approved. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF R/W 
ADJACENT ROAD 40 DENIED 

The Department gave attention to the re¬ 
quest of Mr. W. P. Middlebrooks of Atlanta, 
Georgia, that a tract of land lying between 
State Road 40 and the St. Johns River, near 
Astor Park in Lake County, be sold or 
leased to him. In the discussion it was de¬ 
veloped by the Right of Way Engineer that 
this tract of land contained the site for the 
proposed new bridge across the St. Johns 
River in the relocation of State Road 40 at 
this point, and it was the decision of the 
Members not to consider disposition of this 
right of way. The Resident Attorney was re¬ 
quested to so advise M'r. Middlebrooks. 


PERMIT OF FLORIDA POWER AND 
LIGHT COMPANY—STATE ROAD 809- 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 
The Board received a request from the 
Florida Power & Light Company for an 
exception to its general policy of limiting 
the voltage of power lines along State Road 
right of ways to not exceeding 13,200 volts, 
such exception to be granted in a permit 
covering a portion of State Road 809 be¬ 
tween State Road 802 and State Road 80, 
Section 9375-106, inasmuch as the Florida 
Power & Light Company has maintained a 
66 kv transmission line on private easements 
along this route for more than 20 years. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that a permit be 
granted to the Florida Power & Light Com¬ 
pany for the relocation, operation and main¬ 
tenance of an existing 66kv transmission 
line along the State Road right of way of 
a portion of State Road No. 809 between 
State Road 802 and State Road 80 in Palm 
Eeach County and that, following the clause 


in said permit limiting the voltage on power 
lines to not exceeding 13,200 volts, the follow¬ 
ing clause be added: 

“However, it is understood that this clause 
refers expressly to the operation and main¬ 
tenance of the distribution circuits on the 
transmission poles and is not intended as a 
limitation on the relocation, operation and 
maintenance of the 66,000 volt transmission 
line constructed some 20 years previous here¬ 
to and now being relocated.” 

DISCLAIMER ON SECT. 7904-204—STATE 
ROAD 15—VOLUSIA COUNTY—FOR 
MARY S. HOWARTH 

The Board received the request from 
Mary S. Howarth that the Department dis¬ 
claim the excess land acquired by deed from 
her for right of way on Section 7904-204 
State Road 15 in Volusia County, said excess 
property said to consist of 2,782.32 square 
feet. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopt¬ 
ed: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that a disclaimer cover¬ 
ing the excess right of way obtained from 
Mary S. Howarth on the above project be 
prepared and executed by the Chairman and 
Secretary, with the provision that it be de¬ 
livered to Mary S. Howarth, the original 
owner, upon receipt of a sum equal to the 
price paid for it by this Department, which 
is approximately 10c per square foot, or 
$278.23. 

BREVARD COUNTY—DELEGATION AND 
REQUEST 

County Commissioner C. Sweet Smith, Jr. 


was present from Brevard County and ap¬ 
peared before the Board to thank the De¬ 
partment for the fine work going ahead on 
Eau Gallie Causeway. He said the residents 
appreciated what had been done and asked 
him to speak for them. 

He stated that the completion of the Cen¬ 
tral Cross State Highway, State Road No. 
50, was the primary request of Orange 
County at the meeting held at Lakeland in 
January, and that this road has the backing 
of all the people living in central Brevard 
County, who would appreciate anything that 
could be done on it. He expressed the hope 
that the surfacing might be laid on the 5 
mile section between Bithlo and Mulberry 
Mound which had been graded, and that the 
plan for the road and bridge might be fin¬ 
ished during this year. 

COLLIER COUNTY—REQUEST FOR 
SURVEY ON ROAD 29 

The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Collier 
County requesting the Road Department to 
institute at the earliest possible date a sur¬ 
vey for the purpose of determining the costs 
of reconstruction of State Road 29 from 
Carnestown to the Court House in Ever¬ 
glades, in order that the cost of same may 
be placed in the next annual budget of the 
Department. The resolution set out the ur¬ 
gency of the early reconstruction of this 
read to relieve the erosion from the canal 
side, now undermining the road, which is the 
only means of ingress and egress for the resi¬ 
dents of Everglades and Chokoloskee and for 
other people of Collier County coming to the 
Court House. 
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On the motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
M'r. Drake, the following - resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS it appears that the reconstruc¬ 
tion of Road 29 between Carnestown and 
Everglades, in Collier County, can be in¬ 
cluded in the 1950 Budget, BE IT RESOLV¬ 
ED that this road be placed in line for sur¬ 
vey as soon as possible, not to conflict with 
work on any of the projects contained in 
the 1949 budget. 


DUVAL COUNTY—URBAN ANI) 
SECONDARY ROADS 

Senator John E. Mathews, Chairman Ray 
Green of the Board of County Commissioners, 
Henry Blount, County Attorney, and Arthur 
Sollee, County Engineer, came as a delega¬ 
tion from Duval County. 

Mr. Sollee filed two resolutions from the 
Board of County Commissioners: (1) List¬ 
ing certain roads lying within the area 
designated by the State Road Department 
as “urban area,” setting out the County’s 
desire to have these roads constructed by 
use of county and Federal Aid Urban funds; 
(2) Listing certain roads which serve as 
school bus routes and mail routes, desired 
to be reconstructed as a part of the Federal 
Aid Secondary System, using Federal funds 
for that purpose, matched by county funds. 
The resolutions stated that the County will 
have for the Budget Year 1949-1950, the sums 
of $600,000 and $300,000 respectively for these 
two classes of roads, with the same ap¬ 
proximate amount available for Secondary 
roads during each succeeding budget year, 
and requested the Department to proceed 
with the necessary surveys and to designate 
the roads as parts of the Urban and Second¬ 
ary Road Systems respectively, and work 
out a program for their construction or re¬ 
construction, the two lists reading as fol¬ 
lows: 

Duval County Roads for Federal Aid 
Urban Funds 

1—Edgewood Avenue, No. 12; 2—Trout 

River Blvd., No. 368; 3—Moncrief Road, No. 
9; 4—Ridge Boulevard, No. 482; 5—Lennox 
Avenue, No. 7; 6—Ramona Blvd., No. 405; 
7—Cassatt Avenue, No. 263; 8—Kings Road, 
No. 3; 9—Hamilton Street, No. 662; 10—Lake 
Shore Boulevard, No. 36; 11—Hillcrest Street, 
No. 55; 12—Chaseville Road, No. 92; 13—Ar¬ 
lington Road, No. 15; 14—Love Grove Road, 
No. 78; 15—Parental Home Road, No. 218; 
16—San Jose Boulevard, No. 26; 17—Spring 
Park Road, No. 109; 18—Soutel Drive, No. 354. 

Duval County Federal Aid Secondary 
Road Funds 

1—Sawpit Road, No. 554; 2—Boney Road, 
No. 554; 3—Yellow Bluff Road, No. 438; 4— 
Pecan Park Road, No. 56; 5—Braddock Road, 
No. 478; 6—Thomas Road, No. 147; 7—Plum¬ 
mer Road, No. 285; 8—Bulls Bay Highway, 
No. 345; 9—Imeson Road, No. 548; 10—Adams 
Road, No. 18; 11—Blair Road, No. 332; 12— 
Crystal Springs Rd., No. 275; 13—Chaffee 

Road, No. 261; 14—Middleburg Road, No. 32; 
15—Shindler Drive, No. 391; 16—Townsend 
Road, No. 74; 17—Ricker Road, No. 386; 

18—Collins Road, No. 533; 19—Wilson Boule¬ 
vard, No. 501; 20—Gilmore Heights Rd., No. 
m; 21—Mt. Pleasant Road, No. 90-A; 22— 
Girvin Road, No. 90; 23—San Pablo Road, 
No. 653; 24—Belfort Road, No. 434; 25— 

Goodby’s Lake Road, No. 76; 26—Sunbeam 
Road, No. 47; 27—Pine Acres Road, No. 348; 
28—Losco Road, No. 306; 29—Hood Road, 
No. 89; 30—Holton Road, No. 807; 31—Flynn 
Road, No. 754; 32—Hood Landing Road, No. 
321; 33—Cedar Point Road, No. 54; 34—Pen¬ 
man Road, No. 640; 35—Starratt Road, No. 


22; 36—New Berlin Road, No. 21; 37—Kings 
Road, No. 3. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the lists of roads 
contained in the two resolutions submitted 
by Duval County be accepted by this De¬ 
partment as a work schedule desired by 
said county; 

That a study be made of the roads as 
listed, with a view toward designating such 
of them as a part of the Federal Aid Urban 
System and the Federal Aid Secondary Sys¬ 
tem, respectively, as may be agreed upon 
by this Department and the Bureau of Pub¬ 
lic Roads, and also toward setting up a 
program for their construction or recon¬ 
struction as funds may be available and 
right of way secured. 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
REQUEST FOR ADVANCE OF FUNDS 
FOR R/W, STATE ROAD 39 

County Engineer Ed Carroll of Hillsbor¬ 
ough County filed a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of his 
county making request for an advance of 
$25,000 for the acquisition of right of way 
on State Road 39, said amount to be repaid 
to the Department in full prior to December 
31, 1949. This matter was left to be worked 
out between the Chairman and the county. 

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 
FLOODING ON STATE ROAD 60 

Resolutions were received from the Board 
of County Commissioners of Indian River 
County, the City of Vero Beach, and the 


Indian River Citrus League relative to the 
flooding of State Road 60 some 25 miles 
west of Vero Beach. On motion of Mr. 
Drake, seconded by Mr. Nelson, these were 
referred to Mr. Barber, member from the 
Fourth District, and the engineer. 

LEVY COUNTY 

REQUEST FOR ADVANCE OF FUNDS 
FOR R/W, ROADS 49, 55 AND 335 
Mr. Massey L. Smith, member of the Board 
of County Commissioners of Levy County, 
appeared in behalf of a loan of $25,000 to 
his county for acquisition of right of ways 
for State Roads 49, 55 and 335, to be repaid 
under terms of the Department’s policy. The 
Board agreed to leave this matter to be 
worked out between the Chairman and the 
county. 

MARION COUNTY 

Chairman Bruce Meffert of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Marion County 
appeared to extend an invitation for the 
Road Board to meet in his county. He also 
said he had some right of way matters to 
discuss but would take them up with Mr. 
Drake. 

NASSAU COUNTY 

RE ACQUISITION OF RIGHT OF WAY 
FOR STATE ROAD 115 
The Board received request of Nassau 
County for a credit of $3,025.81 expended by 
it in the acquisition of right of way for 
State Road 115 to be allowed it as a set-off 
against the sum of $5,830.00 refund due the 
Department in the condemnation suit of 
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Nassau County vs. tt. H. Humphries, et al. 
Expressing his approval of the matter only 
because of the unusual circumstances sur¬ 
rounding the case, Mr. Taylor moved that 
the following resolution be adopted, which 
was seconded by M'r. Nelson and carried. 

WHEREAS, a refund in the sum of 
$5,830.00 is due to the State Road Depart¬ 
ment from the registry of the court for 
funds deposited in the registry of the court 
in the condemnation suit for the right of 
way for State Road 115, said suit being en¬ 
titled “Nassau County vs. H. H. Humphries, 

^WHEREAS, Nassau County has expended 
additional moneys for the acquisition of the 
right of way for said State Road in the 
sum of $3,025.81 and has requested the De¬ 
partment to approve expenditure of said 
sums for such right of way acquisition and 
to reimburse the county for same out of 
the aforesaid refund, and „. . . - 

WHEREAS, the Department s Right of 
Way Division has investigated and approved 
the expenditure made by Nassau County; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
bv the’State Road Department of Florida 
that it approves expenditures made by Nas¬ 
sau County for the acquisition of right of 
way for State Road 115 in the sum of $3 025.81 
in this instance will permit the reimburse¬ 
ment of the county for such expenses in 
said amount out of the refund due to the 
Department from the condemnation suit of 
Nassau County vs. H. H. Humphries, et al, 
the balance of the refund in the sum of 
$2,804.19 to be promptly remitted to the De¬ 
partment. 


ORANGE COUNTY 

The delegation from Orange County in¬ 
cluded Senator J. B. Rodgers, Representa¬ 
tive Charles O. Andrews, Jr., Chairman May¬ 
nard Evans of the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners, H. Stuart Johnston, secretary of 
the Orange County Chamber of Commerce, 
and A. (Andy) C. Slaughter, secretary-direc¬ 
tor of the Greater Orlando Chamber of 
Commerce. They expressed their apprecia¬ 
tion of the Department holding this meeting 
in Orlando and said they would make no 
special requests at this time. 

Chairman McKethan assured them that 
the Department intends to continue the con¬ 
struction of the Cross-State Highway from 
Bithlo to the River, and he thanked them 
for the fine reception and entertainment 
given to the Road Board and staff while 
in Orlando. 


Chairman Commends 
Mr McKethan also commended Orange 
County for its foresight in having legislative 
acts passed enabling the county to borrow 
money to pay for the right of ways needed 
in 1949 and 1950 and expressed the wish 
that all Boards of County Commissioners in 
the State would follow this practice, or make 
some arrangements to finance the acquisi¬ 
tion of right of way as needed, so as not 
to delay road construction which might 
otherwise proceed. He requested that in¬ 
formation as to the mechanics of this plan 
be furnished him, that he might be in posi¬ 
tion to pass it along to other counties who 
may be interested in having similar acts 
passed. 

PALM BEACH COUNTY 
SINGER ISLAND BRIDGE—ROAD 703 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners of Palm Beach County, Florida, are 
engaged in the construction of a new bridge 
on State Road No. 703, in the County of 
Palm Beach, State of Florida, known as 
the “New Singer Island Bridge,” and for 
such purpose has issued obligations of the 
county in the principal sum of six hundred 
thousand ($600,000.00) dollars; and 

WHEREAS, the said Board of County 
Commissioners entered into a contract with 
Cleary Brothers Contracting Company for 
the construction of said bridge on April 22, 
1948, said contract conforming to the De¬ 
partment’s standard plans and specifications 
f^r such work, and having been let under 
the supervision and with the approval of 
the Department, the amount of said con¬ 
tract being estimated at $748,103.73; all work 
performed under said contract having been 
done under the supervision and direction 


of the Department's engineers, and said 
contractor having executed a performance 
bond in accordance with Section 255.05, Flor¬ 
ida Statutes 1941; and 

WHEREAS, the Department entered into 
a lease purchase agreement for said bridge 
on July 28, 1947, and has paid, and will pay, 
all debt service requirements of said bond 
issue out of State Road Department funds; 
and 

WHEREAS, the said Board of County 
Commissioners has paid said contractor on 
monthly estimates of work completed, num¬ 
bered 1 through 12, inclusive, the total sum 
of $482,588 16, and, together with other costs 
and expenses, all of which have been duly 
audited by the Department, has duly ex¬ 
pended all proceeds of said bond issue and 
is unable to pay any further estimates on 
said bridge contract, and desires that the 
Department approve said contract and as¬ 
sume the remaining estimates upon said 
bridge contract, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department of Florida 
that it approves the terms of the contract 
dated April 22, 1948, between the Board of 
County Commissioners of Palm Beach Coun¬ 
ty and Cleary Brothers Contracting Com¬ 
pany covering the New Singer Island Bridge 
on State Road No. 703 in said county, which 
conforms to the Department’s bridge con¬ 
struction standards and specifications, pro¬ 
vided that all future work under the contract 
shall be performed under the supervision 
and direction of the Department’s engineers; 
and the Department recognizes the obliga¬ 
tions to be performed by it under the afore¬ 
said lease-purchase agreement between it 


and the Board of County Commissioners of 
Palm Beach County, acting for itself and 
for Special Road and Bridge District No. 9 
of said county, and authorizes the Chair¬ 
man and State Highway Engineer to carry 
out the proper obligations of the Depart¬ 
ment thereunder, including the approval of 
work done under said contract when done 
in accordance with the standard specifica¬ 
tions of the Department. 

PUTNAM COUNTY 

Senator B. C. Pearce, Chairman D. C. 
Hayes of the County Board of Bond Trus¬ 
tees, James H. McMillican, Jr., Mayor of 
Palatka and attorney for the bond trustees, 
and Mr. Harry Westbury were present from 
Putnam County. Mr. Millican advised the 
Road Board that they appeared in interest 
of Road 206. He said that Putnam County 
had levied a special tax for funds to ac¬ 
quire the right of way and would soon have 
all the right of way on this road up to 
the St. Johns County line. He urged the 
Department to request St. Johns County to 
secure the right of way from the county 
line to Hastings, since the new right of 
way in Putnam County would be practically 
useless until St. Johns County connects with 
it. Chairman McKethan asked the division 
engineer and the right of way engineer to 
work on this. 

VOLUSIA COUNTY 

ADVANCE OF FUNDS FOR R/W ON 

STATE ROAD A1A 

Mr. James M. Titus, city manager, and 
Mr. Curtis H. Gardiner, attorney for the 
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City of Daytona Beach, asked for an ad¬ 
vance of funds in the amount of $16,100.00 
for the right of way on State Road A1A, 
Section 7908-110, Volusia County, extending 
from the intersection of Broadway Avenue 
and Atlantic Avenue, in Daytona Beach, 
easterly to the Atlantic Ocean, to be repaid 
by June 1, 1950. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that an advance of 
$16,100.00 to the City of Daytona Beach, re¬ 
payable on or before June 1, 1950, to be 
used for the acquisition of necessary right 
of way on State Road A1A, Section 7908-110, 
Volusia County, extending from the inter¬ 
section of Broadway Avenue and Atlantic 
Avenue, in Daytona Beach, easterly to the 
Atlantic Ocean, be and the same is hereby 
approved, and that the Chairman and the 
Secretary be and they are hereby authorized 
to execute a proper agreement covering such 
advance and its repayment, upon the prepa¬ 
ration thereof by the attorney. 

REQUESTS FROM NEW SMYRNA BEACH 
Messrs. E. W. Gautier, president, and W. J. 
Cozens, Jr., executive manager, of the New 
Smyrna Beach Chamber of Commerce, W. K. 
Sapp, chairman of the Junior Division of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and J. R. De¬ 
Berry, president of the Bank of New Smyrna, 
appeared as a delegation from New Smyrna 
Beach. Mr. Cozens filed the following state¬ 
ment, signed by each member of the dele¬ 
gation : 

“Our business, briefly, is as follows: 

“1. To publicly acknowledge our ap¬ 
preciation to your Board for its coopera¬ 
tion in getting Project 7907 (No. 40 Short 
Cut to Deland) to its present status in¬ 
cluding an appropriation of $174,000 in 
this year’s budget for the first stage of 
this work. 

“2. To request that this job be given 
a top priority—to speed up the work so 
that bids can be let for this project be¬ 
fore the end of this year. 

“3. To again remind you that for 15 
years New Smyrnans have been trying 
to get a good highway west to Deland, 
their county seat, and that this road is 
a part of another State Road No. 415 
which runs to Sanford, which is in a 
deplorable condition. 

“4. New Smyrna Beach has a popula¬ 
tion of 6,700—This is larger than Mims, 
Titusville, Cocoa, Indian River City, and 
Vero Beach—yet all these places have 
excellent State highways going west and 
m^ny of them have been built recently 
while New Smyrna Beach, fourth fastest 
growing city in the State, has been en¬ 
tirely neglected. 

“5. Road 415 is our most important 
highway leading to Seminole, Orange, 
and Lake County. It is our money road. 
People from these counties are our chief 


summer beachside enthusiasts. Our sum¬ 
mer economy depends mainly on this 
highway. This road in its present ter¬ 
rible condition is a hazard to traffic so— 
“6. We respectfully urge your Board 
for an added appropriation in your 1950 
budget to finance a right of way survey. 
Our county officials have agreed to ob¬ 
tain necessary rights of way as soon as 
your surveys are made.” 

A letter was received from Representative 
James H. Sweeny, Jr., of Deland, stating 
that he could not be present with this dele¬ 
gation but asking the Department to give 
favorable consideration to their requests for 
work on the Deland-New Smyrna Beach 
Road and to the making of a right of way 
survey on Road No. 415 from Samsula to 
the St. Johns River. 

PROPOSED ORMONI) TOLL BRIDGE 
Messrs. Charles Luther, county attorney, 
J. H. Graham, chairman, and Elmer H. 
Blank, member, of the Volusia County Board 
of County Commissioners, appeared as a 
delegation in behalf of the reconstruction 
of the bridge on Road 306 across the Halifax 
River at Ormond, in Volusia County, by 
the Department and its operation as a toll 
facility until the retirement of revenue cer¬ 
tificates of the Florida State Improvement 
Commission, issued to finance its reconstruc¬ 
tion. 

Following a general discussion of the proj¬ 
ect, M'r. Drake moved, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, that the following resolution be 
adopted, which resolution was unanimously 
carried: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the assistance 
of the Department is extended to the Board 
of County Commissioners of Volusia County 
and to the Florida State Improvement Com¬ 
mission in the preliminary phases of the 
construction by the Florida State Improve¬ 
ment Commission of a toll bridge to replace 


the Ormond Bridge on State Road 306 in 
Volusia County, and that the Department 
pledges its cooperation, and that the Chair¬ 
man is authorized to give preliminary ap¬ 
proval on behalf of the Department to such 
project and to arrange all necessary details 
of construction and financing of such bridge 
in cooperation with the Florida State Im¬ 
provement Commission. 

WALTON COUNTY 
FUNDS FOR R/W ROAD 185 

Mr. F. A. Seay, right of way division en¬ 
gineer, reported the request of Walton 
County for an allocation of $3,000 for the 
purpose of removing certain personal prop¬ 
erty and reconstructing several miles of 
fence on the right of way of Section 6012, 
State Road 185, from Liberty to State Road 
83, in Walton County. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the Department approved the ex¬ 
penditure by the Right of Way Division 
of up to $3,000, for such purposes, to be 
paid from the 80 Percent Surplus Fund ac¬ 
cruing for use in Walton County during 
the current year. 

STANDARD FORM FOR UTILITY LINE 
PERMITS 

Mr. Kratzert, State maintenance engineer, 
submitted to the Board a proposed standard 
form of permit pertaining to the location 
of utility lines on State road right of ways. 
Following a general discussion of the pro¬ 
visions of the permit it was moved by Mr. 
Drake and seconded by Mr. Nelson that 
the following resolution be adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the proposed 
standard form of permit submitted this day 
be adopted by the Department as its stand¬ 
ard form of permit for the location of utility 
lines upon State road right of ways, and 
that same be filed in the records of the 
Department. 
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CLAIM AGAINST HYER TOWING CO. 

FOR BRIDGE DAMAGE 
Mr. Kerns, resident attorney, submitted to 
the Board the request of Hyer Towing Com- 
pany of Pensacola for the settlement of 
damages inflicted by the tug Dixie on the 
Hathaway Bridge on March 15, 1949, and 
on the Choctawhatchee Bay Bridge on March 
18 1949, on the basis of fifty per cent of 

the actual cost of repairs as computed by 
the Department. Following a general dis¬ 
cussion of the matter the consensus of the 
Board was that the proposed settlement is 
inadequate, and the matter was referred 
back to the attorney’s office to secure a 
better settlement or to prosecute by legal 
action. 


to get this work completed before the heavy 
seasonal traffic. The job was supposed to 
get under way February 21st and the con¬ 
tractor went to work on February 22, but 
on account of local pressure the work was 
postponed until April of the next year. Most 
of the labor down there is union labor and 
they have received two increases during 
the time. At the time the contract was 
postponed the contractor made the state¬ 
ment that he anticipated an increase in cost 
of labor and material. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the Board voted unanimously 
that the amount of $7,270.63, agreed on by 
the engineer and Belcher Oil Company, be 
paid to Belcher Oil Company as full settle¬ 
ment on this contract. 


NEW DEED TO BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF STATE 

institutions FOR lost deed TO 
~ LAND IN JACKSON COUNTY 
The Board received request of the Board 
of Commissioners of State Ins , tltl ^ tl , ons ‘ .®f 
the State of Florida for a new deed to give 
record of the title to land in Jackson County 
conveyed to that Board by the Department 
on June 4, 1937, the original deed having 

become lost prior to record. , _ 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 

aC BE te iT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute a conveyance to the 
Board of Commissioners of State Institutions 
of the State of Florida to evidence and 
confirm the conveyance by the Department 
to it on June 4, 1937, of certain lands in 
Section 25, and Section 36, Township 4 North, 
Range 7 West, and in Section 31, Township 
4 North, Range 6 West, in Jackson County, 
Florida. 

SPEED LIMIT ON PALATKA MEMORIAL 
BRIDGE 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following resolution was adopted. 

WHEREAS the State Road Department 
of Florida has heretofore determined, upon 
the basis of an engineering and traffic inves¬ 
tigation, that the State speed limit lawfully 
provided is greater than is reasonable and 
safe under the conditions found to exist on 
State Road 15 on Memorial Bridge across 
the St. Johns River in Putnam County; and 
WHEREAS from such engineering and 
traffic investigation the State Road Depart¬ 
ment deems that a maximum speed limit 
of 35 miles per hour on said Memorial Bridge 
is necessary for reasonable safety thereon, 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department of Florida 
that it does hereby determine and declare 
that a reasonable and safe speed limit on 
State Road 15 on Memorial Bridge across 
the St. Johns River, Putnam County, is 35 
miles per hour maximum, and that a 35- 
mile per hour speed sign shall be erected 
on the west end of said bridge, facing east- 
bound traffic, that a 35 mile per hour speed 
sign shall be erected on the east end of said 
bridge, facing west-bound traffic; and that 
a resume speed sign shall be erected on State 
Road 15 approximately 500 feet east of said 
bridge, facing east-bound traffic. 


ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the meeting was adjourned, subject 
to call by the Chairman for the September 
meeting, to be held in Tallahassee. 
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Diver Used to Repair 
Bridge Foundations 

By Winston Carlton 



Showing diving apparatus for use in bridge repairs. 


line operated air-compressor on the bridge deck. In this 
manner, the diver could control the amount of air reach¬ 
ing the mask. The conventional hand air pump, used in 
shallow water diving, could not be used with this face 
mask because of the pulsations of the air supply. 

Fastened to a heavy leather belt, in addition to the air 
control valve, was just enough lead to keep the diver on 
bottom. This gave the diver a sense of security so that at 
any time he wished, he could swim to the surface and re¬ 
move the belt and face mask. Due to tides, it was some¬ 
times necessary for the diver to place bags of sand and 
cement rip rap on his feet or if in a kneeling position, hold 
one between his knees to maintain his working position. 

The sand cement rip rap was mixed dry in a concrete 
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During the flood of last September and October, several 
draw bridge foundations were soured below the bottom 
of the concrete seal exposing the timber foundation piling. 
Faced with the possibility of teredos and other salt borers 
consuming the timber foundation piling, immediate action 
had to be taken for protection. It was decided to enclose 
the exposed foundation piling with bagged sand cement 
rip rap from the bottom of channel up to the bottom of 
the concrete seal and underpump with a sand cement 
grout. 

To place the bagged sand cement rip rap, a diver was 
used with various diving equipment. The use of the con¬ 
ventional rubber suit with helmet and the use of the con¬ 
ventional diving helmet proved too cumbersome for effi¬ 
cient operations. The most effective diving rig was de¬ 
veloped from a Navy gas mask connected by an air hose 
to a control valve on the diver s belt and thence to a gaso- 
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mixer, bagged and hauled to the job. The mix was one 
part cement to five parts sand. At the job site, the rip rap 
was lowered with a rope to the diver, working around 
the pier for placement. Each bag was carefully placed 
and ramed to create a tight wall. In a few days the 
cement in the mixture set up, creating in fact, a very effec¬ 
tive wall. At intervals around the piers, during the placing 
of the rip rap, pipes were installed for the pumping of the 
grout under the exposed footing. 

For the pumping of the grout, a mud jack was the only 
available piece of equipment. Experiment proved sand 
cement grout would not pump satisfactorily as the cement 
and water was forced through the sand leaving the pipes 
and hoses clogged. A satisfactory material proved to be 
the so called “sludge” or washings from a rock crusher. 
Before satisfactory pumping could be accomplished, it was 
necessary to secure “sludge” with at least 50% passing a 
200 mesh screen. Before placing in the mud jack, the 
“sludge” was mixed in a concrete mixer with cement and 
water for at least three minutes to secure a uniform mix¬ 
ture. The proportions were 1 bag cement, 2 cubic feet 
“sludge” and 8 gallons of water. This material proved 
entirely satisfactory. 

To date, four bridge foundations have been repaired in 
this manner and results noted are entirely satisfactory. 


GOVERNOR CITES CASON 
FOR NOTABLE HEROISM 

Panama City, August 15—Patrolman O. T. Cason today 
was credited with saving the life of nine year old Gay 
Rhodes of Mississippi, from drowning in the Gulf. This 
marks the second time in recent weeks that Cason, who 
patrols the Gulf Beach area of Bay County, has jumped 
from his car, and, fully uniformed, except for his cap 
and gunbelt, plunged to the aid of drowning bathers. 
Earlier he recovered the body of an Atlanta visitor. 

This series of heroic efforts, above and beyond the 
call of duty is being called to the attention of The 
American Red Cross, the Carnegie Medal Fund and 
others. 

A good portion of one of radio commentator Carl Gray’s 
broadcasts was devoted to commending Cason. 

Following is quoted the letter Cason received from 
Governor Fuller Warren: 


August 16, 1949 


Dear O. T.: 

When Carl Gray, on his Monday morning broadcast, 
started telling of a Florida Highway Patrolman’s hero¬ 
ism, I recalled how you once had saved a person from 
drowning. Then, when Carl identified Sunday’s rescuer 
as O. T. Cason, my man-to-man admiration for your 
courage knew no bounds. 

I’m sure that I voice the sentiments of countless 
Florida citizens when I say that you personify the ideal 
Highway Patrol officer. We are proud of you. 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes for 
your career, I am 

Cordially and sincerely, 

/s/ Fuller Warren 
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